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considerations 


ON  THE 


Prefent  State  of  Affairs,  &c. 


OWEVER  opinions  may  be  di- 

!ilCl  u^ll  videti  an<*  difir  aded,  concerning 

Public  affairs,  there  feems  to 
one  point,  in  which  it  is  hard 


to  think  they  are  not  all  perfectly 
united,  and  that  is,  the  confidering  the  pre¬ 
fent  period,  as  the  mod  inglorious  and  dan¬ 
gerous  one,  that  Britain  has  for  many  ages, 
or  perhaps  ever,  known. 

At  fuch  a  iundure  then,  it  is  not  eafy  to 
conceive,  that  a  greater  fervice  can  be  offered 
to  the  Public,  than  a  fair  attempt  to  lay  the  truth 
©f  things  before  it,  rather,  however,  by  way  of 
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enabling  it  to  form  its  own  judgment,  than 
of  prefuming  to  direct  it. 

To  this  great,  this  falutary  purpofe,  as  no¬ 
thing  however  can  be  more  conducive  than  a 
ft  rid:  regard  for  truth,  than  which  no  virtue 
is  fo  much  preached,  or  fo  little  pradtifed ;  fo 
on  the  candideft  review  of  the  prefent  politi¬ 
cal  writers,  mu  ft  it  be  confeffed,  that  truth 
has  not  greater  enemies,  than  two  parties,  who, 
tho’  diredlly  oppofne  to  each  other,  equally 
concur  to  obfcure  its  light,  by  their  refpedtive 
prejudices,  paffions,  and  interefts. 


The  one  confiding  of  perfons  attached  to 
Power,  by  motives  of  intereft,  either  prefent, 
or  in  expectancy,  officioufly  labors  to  make 
their  court  to  the  miniftry,  by  defending  it 
without  referve,  by  pleading  a  good  intention, 
in  favor  of  its  meafures,  when  the  ill  confe- 
quences  of  them  cannot  be  denied,  and  by 
eluding,  as  well  as  they  can,  that  conclufion 
of  common  fenfe,  againft  its  being  poffible 
that  fuch  a  number  of  calamities  and  lodes, 
aggravated  by  fuch  circumftances  of  ignominy, 
could  have  happened,  if  the  perfons  in  charge 
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with  the  Britifh  fyftem,  had  been  equal  to  that 
truft. 


The  other  party  again  offers  to  the  view  a 
motley  affemblage  of  perfons,  who  make  a 
war  of  invedtives  again  ft  the  miniftry,  either 
from  motives  of  refentment  for  rejected  claims> 
or  in  the  hopes  of  acquiring,  by  railing  at  it, 
a  popularity,  formidable  enough  for  them  to 
be  taken  off,  a  fcheme,  which  ftale  and  hack¬ 
neyed  as  it  is,  has  not  for  all  that  but  afford¬ 
ed  recently  enough,  fome  encouraging  exam¬ 
ples.  As  to  thofe,  however  numerous  they 

mav  be,  who  have  no  other  aim  but  the 
* 

wretched  produce  of  their  wretched  perfor¬ 
mances,  the  art  of  which  rarely  reaches  be¬ 
yond  that  of  a  temporizing,  taking  title,  they 
form  rather  too  contemptible  a  divifton  to  de- 
ferve  mention.  They  are  oftener,  in  every 
fenfe,  objedls  of  pity,  than  of  any  other  notice. 


As  both  thefe  parties  then  agree  in  the  fa- 
crifice,  or  in  the  perverfton  of  truth,  to  their 
refpective  ends,  there  is  alfo  a  dale  artifice 
frequently  employed  by  both,  of  fetting  out 
with  great  profefiions  of  candor  and  modera¬ 
tion,  the  meaning  of  which  is  to  eftablifh  a 
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confidence  in  the  reader,  in  order  only  to 
abide  it. 

Yet  from  the  collifion  of  the  different  opi¬ 
nions  on  both  fides,  there  has  fometimes  been 
ftruck  a  light,  favorable  even  to  that  truth, 
their  paffions  and  interefts  were  otherwife  fo 
fir  to  darken.  Falfehood  then,  never  but 
weak,  and  unguarded  in  one  part  or  other, 
has  often  paid  an  involuntary,  and  confe- 
quently  an  unmeritorious  homage  to  Truth. 
Thus  a  profeft  defence  of  the  miniftry,  has 
often  ferved  only  to  expofe  it :  and  the  man¬ 
ner,  heat  and  diforder  of  an  attack  upon  it, 
has  only  unmafked  the  pretext  of  it.  So  un- 
fuppreffive  is  truth,  and  fuch  its  power,  even 
over  its  enemies. 


Butfurely  the  indignation  of  the  Public  muff 
be  kindled  beyond  its  being  poffible  to  re¬ 
ceive  an  addition  at  fuch  as  fhould  mix  any 
little  fetfifh,  or  party  views,  with  their  re_ 
prefentations,  on  a  crifis  like  the  prefent  one, 
when  nothing  lefs  than  its  deareft  and  moft 
facred  interefts  are  palpably  at  flake,  and  when 
fo  much  depends  on  the  whole  community's 
having  fuch  a  fair  view  of  the  nature  and 

caufes 


_ 


^9»l 


l  5  3 

caufes  of  its  danger,  as  may  excite  and  gene¬ 
ralize  an  enlightened  zeal,  for  laving  the  na¬ 
tion,  before  it  may  be  yet  too  late  to  attempt 
it.  On  this  occalion  to  be  of  any  party,  but 
that  of  one’s  country,  mult  be  at  once  the 
height  of  folly,  and  the  height  of  trealon. 
Neither  perl'ons  or  things,  can  now  deferve 
the  public  attention,  but  fo  far  as  they  relate 
to  the  retrieval  of  the  public  affairs.  All  in¬ 
ternal  divilions,  all  little  pafiions  of  revenge, 
or  intereft,  cannot  confidently  with  the  fafety 
of  the  nation,  but  yield  to  that  great  common 
caufe  of  union  againd  the  French  king,  who 
after  having  rent  from  us  a  limb,  the  acute  feel¬ 
ings  of  pain  for  which,  are  rather  exafperated 
than  abated  by  redexion,  will  hardly  dop  or 
give  us  breathing  time,  before  he  purlues  his 
ftroke  at  the  vitals  of  Britain. 

4 

With  not  lefs  power  than  Lewis  XIV.  the 
policy  of  this  Lewis  is  ten  times  more  dan¬ 
gerous,  from  the  greater  art  with  which  he 
accompanies  it.  Lewis  XIV.  with  equally 
bad  defigns  againft  the  liberties  of  Europe, 
rouz’d  and  drove  all  its  powers  into  leagues  a- 
gainft  him,  by  the  open  infolence  with  which 
he  treated  them.  His  bombardment  of  Genoa, 
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devaluations  of  the  Palatinate,  with  many  o- 
tlier  infults  on  the  Germanic  body,  befides 
other  violences  and  airs  of  haughtinefs  (hewn 
to  other  princes,  alarmed,  in  time,  the  na¬ 
tions  concerned,  to  reduce  his  exorbitant  power 
within  its  proper  bounds ;  and  this  mighty  in¬ 
vader  of  the  fafety  and  quiet  of  Europe,  at 
lafl  efcaped  himielf  being  crufhed,  only  under 
lavor  of  that  contempt,  into  which  his  weak- 
nefs  had  brought  him. 

Put  the  prefent  French  king,  either  better 
advifed,  or  wifer  by  the  example  of  his  pre- 
deceliO! ,  plays  an  infinitely  more  fecure  game, 
by  the  care  he  takes  to  cover  it.  It  was  under 
all  the  endearing  profeffions  of  moderation, 
and  love  of  peace,  that  he  perfidioufly  broke 
the  pragmatic  fan&ion,  and  would  have  ex¬ 
tirpated  the  weak  remains  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  which  then  found  fo  powerful  a  fup- 
port  in  this  nation,  as  poffibly  preferved  its 
very  exigence.  It  was,  under  the  color  of  the 
pureft  difintereftednefs,  thathe  gavethat  round- 
nefs  to  his  dominions,  in  the  adjunction  of  Lor- 
rain  to  them,  favored  by  the  unaccountably 
fupine  acquiefcenfe  of  Britain,  and  of  a  mi- 
nifter,  lulled  to  fleep  by  the  cardinal  Fleury, 
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and  too  bufy  in  corrupting  his  countrymen  tq 
pay  a  due  attention  to  foreign  affairs,  of  which 
he  was  alfo  fhamefully  ignorant. 

Thus  then  the  French  Court,  adopting  a 
more  refined  fyftem,  proceeded  eftablifhing 
its  influence  over  all  the  powers  of  Europe, 
on  whofe  eyes  it  has  fo  fuccefsfully  died  its 
political  poppies,  that  they  bid  fair  not  to  open 
them,  or  to  wake,  but  in  chains. 

But  the  triumph  of  the  French  politics,  is 
in  their  management  of  Holland,  by  feducing 
and  fomenting  the  Commonwealth,  or  rather 
Anti-ftadtholderian  Party,  which,  looking  on 
the  revival  of  that  great  office,  as  an  abridg¬ 
ment  of  its  power,  clofed  eagerly  with  the 
French  fadion,  who  perfuaded  its  members, 
that  the  influence  of  England  had  operated  that 
event,  and  renewed  that  form  of  government, 
againft  which  they  had  been  fo  many  years 
taking  precautionary  meafures.  The  French 
then  labored,  and  too  fuccefsfully  labored  the 
point,  of  railing  a  jealoufy  in  the  leaders  of 
that  party  againft  the  Englifh  meafures,  and 
of  fowing  feeds  of  diviilon  between  two  na¬ 
tions,  the  union  of  which,  from  their  con- 
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fortuity  of  religion,  and  love  of  liberty,  might 
have  formed  fo  flrong  a  barrier  again  ft  their 
ambitious  views.  For  the  fervice  then  of  the 
French,  Van  Haren  either  fold  to,  or  feduced 
by  them,  exhaufted  all  the  powers  of  his  elo¬ 
quence,  which  had  he  either  known,  or  been 
zealous  for  the  true  intereffs  of  his  country, 
would  have  been  better  employed,  in  oppo¬ 
sing  the  French  artifices,  and  in  cementing 
the  clofeft  confederacy  between  our  nation, 
and  his.  To  his  tafk  however  fucceeded, 
with  more  propriety  at  leaft,  a  French  nego¬ 
tiator,  who,  under  the  perfidious  mafk  of  a 
Dutchman,  publifhed  the  mo  ft  inflammatory 
invedtives  againft  the  Englifli  nation,  Huffed 
with  the  grofTefl  calumnies,  the  falfeft  impu¬ 
tations,  accompanied  with  the  moil  fulfome 
adulation,  directed  to  that  weak  fide  of  all 
mankind  the  love  of  flattery,  not  forgetting  a 
due  dofe  of  jealoufy  of  our  commercial  rival- 
fliip.  Nay,  fo  little  has  that  writer  relpedted 
the  common  fenfe  of  the  Dutch,  that  he  has 
not  been  afraid  of  accufing  us  to  them,  of  a 
defign  of  ingroiling  an  Univerfal  Commerce, 
which  is,  hy  the  very  nature  of  it,  a  thoufand 
times  more  chimerical,  than  that  of  univerfal 
dominion.  Yet,  have  not  thefe  writings, 
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though  full  of  illuftve  fophifms,  and  even 
eafily  refutable  falfities,  failed  of  making  im~ 
preffions,  not  only  on  the  Dutch,  but  wher¬ 
ever  they  have  been  dilperfed,  in  many  of  the 
courts  of  Europe.  There  is  a  fort  of  point- 
ednefs  of  wit  in  them,  under  favor  of  which, 
the  poifon  of  them  has  enter’d  into  minds  un¬ 
guarded  with  an  antidote,  which  perhaps  it 


was  not  fo  wife  to  negledt  the  furnifhing. 


The  Dutch,  however,  blinded  by  all  this  duff 
thrown  into  their  eyes,  do  not  perceive,  that 
the  French  flatter  them,  only  becauie  they  are 
fure  of  them,  that  inftant  they  have  carried 
their  point  with  us.  They  embrace  them,  at 
prefent,  as  the  reaper  does  the  {landing  corn  he 
is  in  aft  to  cut  down.  But  can  it  be  poflible, 
that  a  nation  fo  cool,  fo  long-lighted,  fo  un~ 
ufed  to  have  the  change  put  on  it,  in  mat¬ 
ters  of  interelf,  fhould  not  but  fee,  that  from 
that  inftant,  that  France  fin  all  have  put  itfelf 
on  the  foot  of  a  maritime  power,  the  liberty, 
the  independence  cf  Holland,  are  no  more. 
Is  the  neighbourhood  of  France  fo  little 
known  to  it,  as  that  it  can  hope  to  efcape  the 
being,  fooner  or  later,  fwallowed  up  by  it, 
efpecially  with  a  French  faftion  almoft  avow¬ 
edly  in  its  bofom  ?  Can  any  thing  it  ever  had 
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to  fear  from  Britain,  or  even  to  complain  of 
it,  amount  to  the  danger  of  that  gulph  of  the 
hrench  ambition,  the  precipice  into  which  is 
not  the  lefs  certain,  for  the  French  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  lull  it  afieep  on  that  brink  of  it,  they 
are  thus  with  Rowers  covering  from  its  fight? 
with  what  impudence,  with  what  contempt 
of  its  underftanding,  muft  they  reprefent  us 
as  more  to  be  dreaded  by  it,  than  themfelves, 
and  that  the  fuccours  it  owes  us,  are  not  ill 
efredt  a  meafure  of  pure  felf-prefervation  ? 


As  to  Britain,  it  is  impoffible  to  imagine  a 
more  perfidious  treatment  than  it  has  met  with 
from  the  French,  whilft  they  had  the  art  of 
turning  appearances  againft  us,  and  by  con¬ 
cealing  their  own  provocations,  and  encroach¬ 
ments,  under  the  falfefl  pretences  of  juftice* 
meeknefs,  and  endurance,  of  giving  to  mea- 
fu  res  purely  defenfive,  the  color  of  an  odious 
aggreffion.  It  is  thus  that  they  have  imputed 
to  the  Englifh  in  America,  thofe  very  points 
of  procedure,  of  which  themfelves  were  in 
fadt  guilty. 


The  Englifh  had  fcarce  began  their  fettle- 


ment  in  Acadia,  before  they  experienced  the 
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ufual  effeds  of  a  French  neighbourhood. 
Their  miffionaries  were  employed  in  the  hoiy 
work,  of  exciting  to  rebellion  the  favapes  fub- 
ordinate  to  our  Government ;  and  with  a  true 
Roman-catholic  blood-thirftinefs,  encouraged 
tnem,  under  hand,  to  murder  our  colonifts, 
and  to  bring  in  their  fcalps.  No  art,  in  fhort, 
no  treachery  did  they  omit,  to  render  that  fet- 
tlement  untenable  to  usj  and  when  they  found 
that  we  perfevered  in  the  maintenance  of  ter¬ 
ritories,  ceded  to  us,  by  a  treaty,  which  they 
ought  to  have  remembered  with  fome  tender - 
nefs,  lince  it  faved  their  ftate,  when  on  the 
brink  of  utter  ruin  ;  they  were  not  afhamed 
of  trumping  up  a  diftindion  of  names,  to 
fupplant  us  in  our  right,  by  the  meaneft  chi¬ 
canery,  when  they  found  that  their  open  force, 
on  hidden  treachery,  had  equally  failed  them. 
But  the  exiftence  of  that  colony  was  too  great 
an  eye-fore  to  them,  not  to  fet  them  on  com- 
paffing  the  deftrudion  of  it,  by  every  means 
they  could  imagine  and  lince  it  was  two  gla¬ 
ring  an  injuftice,  as  well  as  too  great  a  diffi¬ 
culty  to  attempt  it,  in  a  time  of  peace,  by  le¬ 
velling  diredly  their  machinations  at  Hallifax 
itfelf,  they  modeflly  contented  themfelves  with 
fuch  pretenfions  to  the  countries  dependent 
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on  it,  as  would  reduce  it  to  an  abfolute  ftate 
of  infignificance,  or  rather  fo  as  to  make  it  a 
load  than  a  benefit  to  this  nation.  To  carry 
this  point  then,  they  had  recourfe  to  fuch  pi¬ 
tiful  quirks,  fuch  evafions  of  a  treaty,  clear 
enough,  had  it  been  made  with  any  nation 
bat  the  French,  as  might  fatisfy  any  impar¬ 
tial  judgment,  that  they  had  nothing  lefs  in 
view,  than  juhice,  or  good  faith. 

For  a  fample  of  their  reafoning,  take  the  fol¬ 
lowing  one,  from  one  of  their  ftaunchefl  advo¬ 
cates.  “  The  Englifh  (fays  this  author)  you 
“  need  not  doubt,  want  to  invade  the  com- 
“  merce  of  all  other  nations.  Canada,  that 
“  barren  portion  of  the  new  world,  which 
“  {bands  its  pofflffors  (the  French)  in  immenfe 
“  fums,  for  which  it  makes  no  returns  but 
“  fkins,  which  are  purchafed  abundantly  too 
“  clear,  is  not  an  objedl  capable  of  exciting 
cc  the  attention  of  that  nation,  or  of  tempting 
“  its  interefb :  what  then  can  be  their  aim  ? 
£C  Accipe  mine  Danaum  injidias.  This  unpro- 
“  fitabie  country  is  the  bulwark  of  the  iflands, 
“  from  which  France  draws  the  riches  of  its 
“  commerce.” 
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But,  thou  wretched  fophifter  !  cannot  there 
be  a  much  fairer  reafon  given  for  the  Englifh 
fupporting  their  rights  to  thofe  territories, 
which  are  their  own  property,  than  any  de- 
figns  of  encroaching  upon  Canada  ?  might  not 
the  queftion  be  more  fairly  retorted  upon  them 
why  do  the  French  fo  obftinately  refufe  us 
quiet  poffeffion  of  our  fettlement  bordering  upon 
that  barren  Canada  ?  their  anfwer  would  be,  if 
they  were  fincere,  that  they  want  to  deftroy 
that  barrier  between  them,  and  the  reft  of  our 
poflefiions  in  North  America,  and  which  in¬ 
terferes  with  their  long  concerted  plan  of,  li¬ 
terally  fpeaking,  a  circumvention,  by  forming 
a  chain  of  dominion,  at  the  back  of  all  our 
colonies,  that  fhould  take  its  fweep  from  the 
mouth  of  the  river  of  St.  Laurent,  to  that  of 
the  Mifliflppi :  a  fweep,  which  would,  be- 
fides  expofing  our  colonies  to  their  momen¬ 
tary  incurfions  by  themfelves,  in  time  of  open 
war,  or  by  the  favages,  under  their  influence 
in  that  of  peace,  prove  a  circumflance  which 
would  reduce  the  value  of  our  colonies,  to 
lefs  than  nothing. 

But  the  reafon  they  give  for  their  ufurpa- 
tion,  a  reafon  which  they  call  title,  is  even 

ridiculous. 
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ridiculous,  for  being  as  deftitute  of  fhame,  as 
it  is  of  foundation. 

The  ufefulnefs,  the  neceffity  of  a  commu¬ 
nication  between  Canada,  and  the  Louiftana, 
is  the  foie  juftification  they  produce  for  their 
in  vaiion  of  the  intermediate  traits  that  form 
it.  They  abfolutely  exhibit  no  other  fhadow 
of  right,  but  that  of  convenience.  But  is  it 
the  fault  of  the  Englifh,  that  being  in  the  prior 
pofleffion  of  the  coafi,  that  gives  them  fo  juft 
a  claim  to  all  the  inlands  from  that  coaft,  they 
fhould  not  tamely  fuffer  the  French  encroach¬ 
ments,  authorized  by  no  title  on  earth,  but 
that  conveniency,  which  has  however,  more 
than  once,  ferved  them  to  vindicate  their  ufur- 
pations  in  Europe  ? 

Their  advocate  is  pleafed  to  be  very  witty 
upon  the  lines  of  demarcation,  drawn  from 
Eaft  to  Weft,  and  embracing  the  trait  con¬ 
tained  between  the  North  and  South  parallels, 
and  compare  it  to  the  famous  line  of  demar¬ 
cation,  drawn  from  North  to  South,  by  pope 
Alexander  the  lixth,  But  they  muft  have  re¬ 
nounced  ail  fenfe  of  fhame,  if  they  do  not  allow 

fuch 
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fuch  lines  infinitely  more  founded  on  nature 
and  right,  than  thole  arbitrary  boundaries  they 
prefume  to  fet  us,  in  that  of  the  Apalachian 
mountains,  to  which  no  treaty,  no  confent  of 
ours,  nor  the  common  law  of  nations,  with 
refped  to  fettlements  in  America,  ever  gave 
color,  or  authority. 

The  proper,  the  univerfally  underftood  line 
of  demarcation,  from  whence  the  right  of 
poffefiion  extends,  and  knows  no  bounds,  can 
be  no  other  than  the  fea-fide. 


When  our  kings  made  their  concefiions  of 
thofe  trads  of  lands,  difcovered  and  poflef- 
fioned  by  their  fubjeds,  it  may  fairly  be  ap¬ 
pealed  to  all  Europe,  whether  every  Power  in 
it  did  not  underftand  them  to  extend  diredly 
iniand,  as  far  as  the  colonifcs  could,  or  would 
penetrate.  Plad  the  Apalachian  mountains 
been  but  two,  three,  or  four  miles  of  the  fe a? 
would  any  one  have  doubted  but  the  colonies 
might  have  extended  beyond  them,  in  a 
dired  line  from  the  fea,  and  if  two,  three, 
or  four  miles,  why  not  two,  three,  or  four 
hundred  miles?  was  the  French  convenience 

of 
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oi  communication  between  the  Canada  and 
the  Louifiana,  fo  much  as  dreamed  of,  as  a 
flop  to  their  further  proceeding  inland3  as  fail 

as  they  had  cleared  the  intermediate  tradts?  If 

. 

they  before  very  lately  bad  no  occafion  to  exert 
that  right,  was  it  the  lefs  fuch,  for  having 
been  fo  long  dormant  i  could  that  unexer¬ 
tion  form  any  prefeription  againft  them,  when 
there  was  fo  fair  a  reafon  for  it,  as  their  plan¬ 
tations  not  having  yet  reached  that  length,  and 
certainly  the  flower  for  the  great  inconvenience 
of  their  diftance  from  the  fea  ports,  which 
was  already  a  great  objeflion  to  the  extenfion 
of  their  induftry  to  thofe  parts,  and  to  which 
there  would  now  lye  an  infinitely  greater  one, 
in  the  pernicious  neighbourhood  of  the  French. 
But  fuppofing,  for  argument’s  fake,  that  the 
Englifh  had  not  a  right  as  clear  as  the  fun  to 
thofe  ulterior  traits ;  what  right  have  the 
French  to  them  ?  on  what  title,  on  what  au¬ 
thority  do  they  call  them  their  lands  ?  or  how 
dare  they  moled;  forts,  or  eftablifhments  upon 
them,  as  invafions  of  their  property  ?  what 
poffelfion  can  they  allcdge,  but  that  indolent, 
and  to  give  it  perhaps  a  jufter  name,  the 
good-natured  toleration  of  the  Englifh,  in 
buffering  them  to  pafs,  repafs,  or  trade  in  a 

country 
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country  as  yet  indifferent  to  them,  hecaufe  a  a 
yet  unoccupied  by  them.  With  what  faliity 

too  does  the  French  writer  call  thofe  trafts, 

* 

“  Ces  pays  ingrats  qui  font  entre  les  inonts 
“  Apalaches,  et  la  riviere  Oyo.”  Thofe  bar¬ 
ren  countries  between  the  jhpalachian  mountains , 
and  the  river  Ohio.  Whereas  the  truth  is,  that 
they  are  only  the  moft  fertile  territories  in 
North  America,  and  yield  neither  in  fruitful- 
nefs  or  pleafantnefs,  to  any  of  their  provinces 
in  France,  to  Languedoc,  or  to  Provence. 

#  *  >  * 


Bat  it  would  be  well  worth  the  Spaniards 
while  to  confider,  in  time,  before  tney  are 
drawn  in  to  adopt  the  French  quarrel,  that 
the  fame  maxims,  on  which  they  found  their 
ufurpations,  will  equally  militate  again! t  tnem- 
felves,  when  once  the  French  (hould  have 
fucceeded  in  deftroying  thofe  boundaries  be- 
tween  our  fettlements  and  theirs  ;  or  have  they 
from  hiftory,  reafon,  or  experience^  room  to 
think,  that  any  thing  (hould  tinder  them  from 
refpefting  as  little  thofe  limits  that  feparafe 
New  Mexico  and  the  Louifiaua  ?  to  fay  no¬ 
thing  of  the  pretenfions  they  might  form  on 
fuch  vaft  territories,  as  are  hitherto  unoccu¬ 
pied  by  the  Spaniards,  and  yet  to  which  the 

})  lit  nation 
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fituation  determines  their  title.  Can  they  pof- 

'b  y  f°rSer>  ejther  what  good  neighbors  the 

F rC'1Ch  haVe  been  t0  them  in  Europe,  and  even 

“  Aaie','Cia>  m  HllPaniola  Specially,  where,  by 
means  of  the  nettling  in  at  firtt  of  a  few  French 

Pnates  and  buccaneers,  efcaped  from  the  rigor 

inched  n  thfir  c°«ntrymen  have  at  length 
-bed  the  Spaniards  out  of  the  better  half  of 

gleat.  lfland,  and  do  not  promife  to  be  con¬ 
tent,  in  time,  with  lefs  than  the  whole  of  it. 


,  o  aver  then,  as  the  French  writer  dees 
that  the  ttand  made  by  the  Englifh,  againft 
their  encroachments,  is  other  than  a  purely 
defenfive  one,  or  that  it  is  the  prelude  to  a 
oefign  of  engro fling  univerfal  commerce,  and 
tnis  averment  addreffed  to  the  Dutch  them- 
felves,  is  fuch  an  infult  on  their  underftand- 
nigs,  as  that  the  French  mutt  reckon  greatly 
on  their  paffivenefs,  as  to  imagine  they  would 
not  refent  it;  and  much  lefs  ought  they  to 
boPe,  that  the  Dutch  would  be  influenced 

by  it. 


It  might  be  lefs  a  matter  of  indignation  tt> 
-uiope,  was  Europe  but  well  informed  of  the 
tlue  S10unds  of  the  difpute,  if  the  French 

would 
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would  at  once  fairly  own,  that,  being  unwiL 
dug  to  relinquish  their  ufurpation,  they  would 
truii  the  decifion  of  what  ought  not  to  have 
been  a  question,  to  the  chance  of  war,  than 
for  them  thus  meanly  and  perfidiously  to  tra¬ 
duce  the  English,  as  the  aggreSfors,  or  as 
maintaineis  of  a  caufe  of  no  great  Significance, 
compared  to  the  peace  of  Europe, "when,  in 

fad',  nothing  lefs  is  at  Stake  than  the  value, 

and  prefervation  of  their  whole  poflefhons  in 

America,  with  all  the  dependences  of  Britain 

itfelf  on  them,  the  lofs  of  which  to  it,  and 

the  gain  refulting  to  France,  would,  if  well 

considered,  make  many  Powers,  now  at  bed: 

indifferent,  and  fome  even  feduced  by  the 

Fiench  fophiftry,  not  be  extremely  glad  that 

the  balance  of  Europe,  intimately  conneded 

with  that  of  America,  Should  receive  fuch  a 

fhock,  or  even  run  the  riSk  of  being  thus  de¬ 
stroyed  . 

The  reader  will  here  be  pleafed  to  obferve, 
•hat  no  Slrefs  is  laid  on  the  French  invasion  of 
he  neutral  iflands,  not  that  they  are  lefs  con- 
'idive  proofs  of  the  difrefped  of  that  nation 
o  public  faith,  but  to  avoid  the  anticlimax 

D  2  of 
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of  mentioning  them  after  the  two  more  im¬ 
portant  objedts  of  Acadia,  and  the  Ohio. 


In  the  mean  time,  it  muft  give  every  true 
Englifhman  a  folid  fatisfadtion,  to  find  that 
nothing  can  be  falier,  than  the  accufation 
brought  againft  the  people  of  England  in  ge¬ 
neral,  for  having,  on  too  light  an  occafion,  cla¬ 
mored  the  minifters  into  a  war,  which  threat¬ 
ens  to  be  fo  ferious  an  one.  The  more  tne 
carafes  of  it  are  examined,  the  more  clearly 
will  it  appear,  that  unlefs  the  whole  Britifh 
intereft  in  America,  and  how  extenfive  an  one 


that  is,  need  not  be  infilled  on,  had  been  ghee 
uo  to  the  rapacioufnefs  of  the  French,  a  war 
with  them  was  unavoidable.  In  vain  do  they 
pretend,  that  the  means  of  negotiation  were 
hill  left  open,  and  were  only  cutoff  by  tne 
premature  violence  of  our  hoftilities,  which 
v/ere  however  evidently  no  more  than  the  re_ 
pulfe  of  a  manifeft  aggreffion,  and  the  pre¬ 
vention  of  an  evil  imminently  threatened.  No¬ 
thin-  can  be  plainer,  than  that  their  fair  pre¬ 
tence  of  an  amicable  negotiation,  of  the  pat  ade 
of  which  they  made  fuch  an  ufe,  in  the  courts 
of  Europe,  was  merely  calculated  to  hi  u* 
off  our  guard,  whilft  they  kept  conflantly  pour- 

in  frdh  fupplies  of  men  and  warlike  ito res 
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into  Canada,  to  enable  them  to  deftroy  at  once 
the  Britifh  power  in  thofe  parts,  beginning 
from  Acadia,  and  carrying  the  whole  line  of 
circumvention  from  thence  down  to  the  Mif- 
fifippi :  whilft  thus  mailers  of  the  mid-land 
territories,  -  the  fea-coafls  weiefuie  ox  follow¬ 
ing  their  fate,  or  at  leaft  of  not  being  worth 
further  tenure.  So  that,  in  fadt,  the  points  on 
which  the  French  were  fo  condefcending  to 
offer  this  infidious  negotiation,  were  abfolutely 
untreatable  ones,  and,  in  truth,  it  was  even  a 
fpecies  of  indignity  to  propofe  a  treaty  upon 
them.  Had  nothing  more  been  depending 
than  ascertaining  the  boundaries  of  Acadia,  the 
Englifh  might  perhaps,  for  the  fake  ot  peace, 
have  even  confented  to  any  moderate  leiaxa- 


tion  of  their  rights,  though  i'ure  too,  that  one 
conceflion  is  only  paving  the  way  for  another, 
but  when  the  capital  point  of  litigation  was, 
whether  they  Ihould,  in  giving  up  the  whole 
weftern  limits,  virtually  give  up  ail  America, 
who  does  not  fee,  that  the  very  propofal  it- 
felf  was  Scarce  Ihort  of  a  formal  declaration 
of  war,  or  at  leaft  unavoidably  led  to  it  ? 

Among  too  the  many  calumnies  imputed  to 

the  Englifh,  by  the  Obfervator ,  there  is  one 

lamenta- 
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kmemabJe  tale  told  of  the  murther  of  mon- 

E„"  j  IT  ’  ^  C°ld  biood>  by  feme 
£  TP  ’  the  0bio’  ™  fbe  27d 

rials  to  th  1754,  ^  W*S  readinS  his  creden- 

as  k  •  7  :  ands  "odoubt>  if  the  fadt  was, 
t  there  related,  nothing  could  be  left 

is 1  r? a  C'l  UtihC  m°re  atrocioils  the  crime 

1S.’  tLV  er  ^OUld  have  been  proof 
°f  U  "  ^thing  is  more  liicely  than  that, 

pproached  with  a  party  of  about  thirty 

men,  the  Engliffi  might  indifcreetly,  and  pre- 

— c!y  fire  up,„  them,  and 

T"™*.  m«ht  fall:  I-*  «  mrit  be  knowing 
!;C  little,  to  fi.ppofe  then,  capa! 

b  e,°f  UCa  an  Raffinate,  the  crime  of  which 
could  only  be  exceeded  by  that  of  falfely 

c  larging  them  with  it.  However,  that  writer 
pecial  care  not  to  fay  a  Tillable  of  the 
murther  of  captain  Howe,  N.  B.  before  that 
a.tair  of  Jumonville’s,  invited  to  a  conference 

M,th  fo™e  F^nch  officers,  and  as  foon  as  it 
was  ended,  barbaroully  murdered,  by  their 
diredhon,  on  his  return.  Yet,  even  this  no¬ 
torious  fa <3  is  not  quoted  as  a  juflification  of 

t  iC  °tner>  but  to  prove  the  fair  dealing  of 
the  trench,  in  accufing  the  Engliffi  of  /pe¬ 
cs  finally  the  very  enormity  they  committed 

-Jemieives. 
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With  much  the  fame  candor  does  that  writer 

tlTofZ Mr'Sh!r1^  Potion,  of, .he 

.  dn"?  17 SS'  aPP°'nt'nS  a  reward  for 

woiTW ed>  °r  take"  prifoners  i  but  not  a 
o,d  of  hts  countrymen,  Miffionaries  of  the 

<pel,  their  exhortations  to  the  fava«es  to 
rebel,  and  their  paying  them  for  every  Eolith 
fcalp  they  brought  in :  much  lets  of  ont  ef 
their  governors  having,  i„  imitation  of  the  fa- 
jeges  put  one  of  them  to  death,  with  all  the 
qu,  ,e  tortures  he  couid  devife.  But  ,0 

his  h  7nCe  °f  ‘he  E"Sli'1'  “"dor  from 
1  :C  afEi,'ed,  that  many  Englilh- 

men  dtfapprov’d  of  Mr.  Shirley's  procedure  in 

“  P°,nt>  as  neither  thinking  the  cruelty  and 
treachery  of  lavages,  nor  of  the  French,  mo¬ 
dels  for  an  Englilhman's  imitation  ,  and  to 
return  him  his  compliment,  which  he  makes 
the  Indians  pay  us,  ■<  that  of  all  the  favages 

“  civthvTl  Enguilh,Were  the  bardeft°to 
.1  1  /.  pe  may  be  pleafed  to  take  nnti/v. 


.  ...  *  luc  nardeit  u 

thar  0VT11  rhe  may  ie  pIcafed  to  take  no£ice, 

falfeft  V3SeS’  the  P°litefl  are  the 

thJS  r$  W,'iter’  whofe  Pr°duSions 

unanf  ,fUCh. a  3nd  been  <3uoted  as 

unanlwerable,  though  out  of  themfelves  alone 

there 
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there  might  be  collected,  without  ftrain,  01 
torture,  the  fulleft  refutation  of  them :  in 
fhort,  the  whole  of  them,  when  reduced  to 
their  juft  appraifement,  anfwers  the  idea  one 
has  of  French-pafte  brilliants,  the  polifh  of 
which  furnifhes  a  fuperficial  glitter,  without 
folidity,  or  intrinfic  worth. 


To  give  however  one  more  fpecimen  of  the 
reafoning  of  this  celebrated  writer,  follows  a 
paflage  tranflated  from  him. 


«c  The  French  became  pofteft'ors  of  the 
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Ohio  (true  !  but  how  did  they  become  fo  ?) 
and  were  in  fuch  fort  the  mafters  of  it  in 
I739>  that  a  war  with  the  Chickiftaws,  a 
people  bordering  on  the  Louifiana,  having 
obliged  the  Governor  of  Canada  to  lend 
fuccors  into  that  country,  a  French  detach¬ 
ment  came  from  New-France  in  Miflifippi, 
down  the  Belle-Riviere  (the  Ohio)  and 
marched  crofs  the  whole  country,  in  the 
form  of  an  army,  without  the  Englifh  mak¬ 
ing  any  complaint  of  this.  This  ftlence  on 
their  part  proves  more  than  the  moft  au¬ 
thentic  titles  could  do,  that  they  (the 

Enelifh)  had  no  Pretensions  upon  that 
'  “  country. 
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country.  If  the  Ohio  had  been  a  part  of 
their  colonies,  would  they  have  permitted 
a  foreign  force  to  have  defcended  the  ftreani 
of  it  ?  would  they  not  have  complained  ? 
would  they  not  have  made  reprefentations  ? 
what  Sovereign  would  fuffer  thus  his 
country  to  be  croffed  by  a  body  of  troops, 
that  did  not  even  deign  to  afk  the  liberty 
of  paffage  thro’ it?” 


Here  the  reader  has,  by  a  Frenchman’s 
own  (liewing,  one  of  the  moil  authentic  titles 
their  nation  has  to  produce,  that  is  to  fay, 
taking  it  upon  content,  that  no  complaints  or 
reprefentations  were  made :  the  contrary  of 
which  does  not  however  appear,  though  they 
might  not  have  been  fo  effectual,  fo  formal, 
or  fo  loud  as  they  ought  to  have  been., But  ad¬ 
mitting  the  cafe  limply,  as  ftaied  by  that  wri¬ 
ter;  can  the  negligence,  the  indolence,  the 
tamenefs  of  a  governor,  or  perhaps  the  ig- 
norance  of  fuch  a  paflage,  in  the  wild  and 
yet  uncolonized  parts  of  his  government,  un¬ 
til  too  late  to  impede  it,  and  thought  perhaps 
too  infignificant  to  complain  of  it  afterwards 
confer  any  valid  title  on  the  French  nation, 
or  annul  that  of  the  Englilh  one  ?  Is  not  the 
;  E  urging 
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urging  luch  an  allegation,  downright  laughing 
at  mankind  ?  which  reminds  one  of  the  cha¬ 
racter  given,  in  the  life  of  Bonofus  by  Vopif- 
cus,  to  the  Franks,  from  wnom  the  Fiench 
ailed  to  derive  their  origin,  and  cannot  at 
lead  be  faid  to  degenerate  from  their  manners, 
cc  Quibus  familiare  ell  ridendo  fidem  frangere.” 

O 

However,  he  is  fo  far  in  the  right  of  laying 
hold  on  fuch  a  title,  as  except  that  of  violent 
feizure,  and  an  appeal  to  the  (word,  it  is  the 
only  one  the  French  have  to  produce.  To  do 
them,  however,  juftice,  and  indeed  to  draw  to 
a  point  the  object  of  the  prefent  difpute,  in 
North-America,  thus  it  Hands.  The  claims 
of  France  are  of  the  utmoft  importance  to 
its  colonies  :  the  rejecting  of  them  is  of  the 
utmoft  importance  to  Britain  :  fo  far  then  they 
are  equal  ;  but  Britain  has  beyond  them  an 
undoubted  light,  which  will  neither  appear 
begging  the  queftion,  nor  ftrange  fo  thofe 
who  know  the  grounds  of  it,  or  who  know 
the  French. 

In  vain  then  does  the  French  writer  feek  to 
render  the  Englilh  odious  fo  Europe,  as  per- 
turbators  of  ts  peace.  No  one  can  well  blame 
them  for  defending  thofe  pofleflions,  not  only 

unconteftably 
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unconteflably  their  right,  but  effential  to  the 
welfare  and  prefervation  of  the  red.  In  vain 
would  he  therefore  endeavour  to  make  the 
difpute  pafs  for  nothing  more,  than  about  a 
few  trails  of  land  indifferent  to  them,  and 
kept  or  claimed  merely  out  of  prejudice  to 
the  French,  or  what  is  more  abfurd  yet,  out 
of  a  defign  of  engrofling  a  univerfal  commerce. 
The  Englifla  are,  or  ought  to  be,  better 
known  in  Europe,  for  the  liberty  of  which, 
they  have  often  fhewn  as  much  zeal  as  for  their 
own;  and  have  been  even  lavifh  of  their  blood, 
and  treafures  ;  and,  in  truth,  it  is  pleafant 
enough  to  mark  the  French  in  their  new-af- 
fumed  character,  of  the  proteilors  of  thofe 
liberties  of  Europe,  which  they  never  yet 
miffed  an  occaflon  of  invading,  againft  the 
Englifla,  who  never  miffed  one  of  defending 

them. 


If  to  the  Englifla,  as  their  government  is 
in  the  hands  of  Men,  and  confequently  fuf- 
ceptible  of  errors  and  fallibility,  there  may 
have  fonaetimes,  no  doubt,  been  reproaches 
juftiy  to  be  made  for  miftakes,  or  mil-proce¬ 
dure  :  flill  thofe  deviations  are  only  tranfient ; 
the  fpirit  of  the  nation,  which  is  that  of  uni- 
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vcriai  liberty,  that  never  goes  without  equity 
1S  Permanent,  and  foon  brings  back  things 
to  their.  right  courfe  :  whereas  that  of  the 
brench  is  known  to  be  a  reftlefs  fpirit  of  do¬ 
mination,  nor  arc  they  ever  more  dangerous, 
nor  more  to  be  fufpeded,  than  when  they 
iport  ientiments  of  moderation,  and  difinte- 
refiednefs,  and  with  a  verfatility  peculiar  to 
t’leir  Proteus-policy,  take  any  form,  even  that 
of  zeal  for  liberty,  which  they  deteff,  for 
themfelves  not  having  it,  and  would  wifh  all 
mankind  as  much  flaves  as  they  are.  It  is  in 
views  like  thefe,  they  declaim  againft  a  fladt- 
hoider’s  power  in  Holland,  to  which  however 
they  can  have  no  objedion,  but  its  conftitu- 
tionady  handing  in  their  way,  and  giving  to 
tfte  Dutch  government  an  old  experienced 
form,  that  might  prevent  their  being  enflaved 
<7  mem,  enflaved  with  the  aggravating  circum- 
ham-e  of  their  deferving  it,  for  trufling  a  people, 
icaree  ever  with  impunity,  known  to  have 
been  trufted.  They  wall  then  probably  find 
ti'iat,  at  a  convenient  feafon,  their  turn  will 
come,  and  their  barrier-line  be  as  little  ref- 
fpcded  by  the  French  in  Europe,  as  the  Eng- 
hfh-one  has  been  in  America,  and  they  will 
'.Pen  itmemoei  ‘-hat  thole  fuccors  we  required 
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of  them,  they  owed  to  us,  and  to  them- 
felves.  . 

It  may  however  be  fhrewdly  alked,  how 
comes  it  that  a  people  reprefented,  in  the  def- 
picable  character  of  Haves  (for  fuch  the  French 
by  the  form  of  their  government  undoubtedly 
are)  fhould  gain  advantages  over  a  land  of  free¬ 
men.  But  if  no  anfwer  can  be  given  to  that 
quedion,  that  is  much  to  the  honor  of  that 
land  of  freemen,  at  lead  fuch  an  one  may  be 
attempted,  as  without  impeaching  any  one, 
may  do  judice  even  to  our  enemies. 

The  French  then,  than  whom  no  people 
on  earth  are  more  interefted,  know  however 
their  true  intered  too  well  to  facrifice  every 
thing  to  a  paultry,  momentary  pecuniary  on?  ; 
and  amidft  all  their  private  follies,  ridicules, 
and  vices,  have  dill  fenfe,  or  indeed  felf-Iove 
enough,  to  retain  public  virtue.  This  is  what 
renders  them  effedtive  fubjedts :  and  to  be  de¬ 
pended  on  for  executing  the  orders  of  a  court, 
always  tending  to  its  ends,  by  means  well  di- 
geded,  and  well  planned  ;  a  court  judly  con¬ 
vinced,  that  no  fydem  can  be  worfe  than  that 
of  not  having  one;  as  well  asthat  no  fydem  can 

poffiblv 
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poffibly  be  fo  good,  as  not  to  be  defeated  by 
committing  its  execution  to  improper  inflru- 
ments:  thence,  its  exa&nefs  in  diftinguifhing 

them,  and  in  afforting,  and  adapting  them  to 
employs  according  to  their  various  talents, 
than  which  no  point  of  government  can  be  of 
moie  importance,  nor  is  in  many  countries 
leis  underflood,  or  more  neglected. 

Cut  to  i eturn  from  much  too  long  a  digref- 
fion  (and  tor  which  pardon  is  accordingly  afk- 
ed)  to  the  more  immediate  fubject :  it  is  plain 

then,  that  no  war  ever  entered  into  by  the 
-Bi  kith  nation,  could,  more  than  the  prefent 
cne,  be  averred  to  be  on  a  purely  British  foot¬ 
ing.  It  is  not  then  only  a  war  of  juftice,  but 
of  defence,  and  of  the  greateft  neceffity  :  a 
war  too  begun  by  the  French  aggreffion,  if 
adtual  hoftilities  may  be  allowed  as  ftrong  a 
form  of  the  declaration  of  one,  as  only 
words. 

Admiral  Bofcawen’s  capture  then  of  the  two 
French  men  of  war,  was  not  only  pofterior 
to  a  number  of  their  overt-ads  of  ufurpation, 
incurfion  and  treachery ;  but  the  fhips  which 
fell  into  his  hands  were  part  of  a  iquadron, 

which. 
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which,  to  juftify  him  it  would  be  enough  to 
obferve,  was  appointed  to  pour  in  enablements 
for  them  to  profecute  that  plan  of  deftrudtion 
they  had  already  begun;  but  it  is  betides  beyond 
fufpicion  that  it  was  intended  again  ft  HaliifaX 
itfelf,  if  Mr.  Bolcawen  had  not  been  at  hand 
to  cover  it ;  a  point  which  is  not  in  the  leaft. 
falfified  by  fome  of  the  fliips  not  having  their 
cannon  mounted,  which  was  not  neceffary  for 
the  operation  intended,  on  their  forces  being 
landed.  So  that,  lure’.y  nothing  could  be 
more  proper,  more  regular,  more  uncavillable 
than  that  ftep  of  Mr.  Bofcawen’s,  againft 
which  the  French  have  exclaimed  with  great: 
injuftice,  and  equal  indecency. 


But  as  to  the  meafure  of  capturing  their 
innocent  merchantmen,  before  a  declaration 
of  war,  let  thofe  defend  it,  who  adviled  it,  or 
who  admire  it.  In  the  mean  time,  the  feiz- 
ing  fliips  and  goods,  for  the  fake  of  pieven- 
tively  difarming  France  of  its  Teamen,  and 
thus  making  them  prifoners  of  Peace,  founds 
rather  towards  an  irregularity  and  arbitrari¬ 
ness,  that  had  perhaps  been  better  avoided 
by  a  power  which  may,  and  ought  to  vindi¬ 
cate  its  dominion  on  the  fea,  but  a  power 

which 
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which  muff  be  weakened  by  any  tendency  to 
tyiannizc  upon  it,  from  the  alarm  it  muft  give 
Univerfal  Society  to  oppofe  it. 

Nor  has  the  Dutch  obfervator  failed  of 
making  the  molt  virulent  ufe  ot  this  theme 
for  declamation,  in  which,  by  fixing  the  at¬ 
tention  of  the  public,  unfavorably  for  Britain 
on  that  point,  he  artfully  draws  it  off  from 
the  bottom  of  the  queftion,  to  which,  how¬ 
ever,  when  that  public  is  brought  back  by 
reflexion,  it  will  eafily  difeover,  that  the  prior 
hoftilities  of  the  French  on  fhore,  before  any 
declaration  of  war,  was  at  lead:  as  informal, 
and  attended  with  much  more  aggravating 
circum fiances,  than  what  the  Englilh  conti¬ 
nued  afterwards  at  fea,  on  the  authority  of 
Talion-law,  which  can  hardly  be  faid  not  to 
be  the  law  of  nations.  The  feene  of  adtion 
on  their  fide  being  more  remote  and  obfeure 
whilft  thole  of  ours  on  the  open  fea,  were 
more  glaring  and  mtcrefting  to  other  powers, 
placed  the  appearances  on  the  furface  againfi: 
us,  but  then  they  were  only  appearances. 
The  right  at  bottom  of  our  procedure  was 
unalterable  ;  an  1  yet  it  is  to  be  wifhed  that 
thole  appearances,  fince  the  world  is  fo  apt 

to 
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to  form  its  deci  lions  on  them,  and  fo  loath 
to  revoke  them,  had  been  fpared,  and  nothing 
liable  to  the  leaft  note  of  foulnefs,  mixed 
with  a  caufe  Co  fair,  as  the  prefent  one  of 
Britain. 


But  whi’ft  nothing  can  be  more  clearly, 
more  uncavillably  demonlbrated,  than  the  ju— 
fbice  and  neceffity  of  the  war,  on  our  fide, 
there  arifes  but  a  melancholic  conlideration  of 
the  predifpofitions  towards  it,  and  of  the  con- 
dud  and  management  of  it  hitherto. 


€t 


€C 


If  the  French  writer  of  the  Dutch  Obfer- 
vator  fuggelbs,  that  the  influence  of  Hanover 
predominates  in  the  Britilh  Councils ;  as  for 
example,  where  he  fays,  Letter  vi.  page  34. 

Ce  n  eft  pas  la  France  c’eft  l’Allemagne 
qu’ils  (les  Rufliens)  menacent ;  et  ie  Roi 
“  d  Angleterre  deftine  prudemment  les  fub- 
t$  fides  de  la  nation  aux  allies  de  Hanovre.’ 

v  k  *  *  *  “ 

<c  It  is  not  France ,  but  Germany ,  that  the  Ruffi¬ 
ans  threaten 5  and  the  K.  of  E,  prudently  ap¬ 
plies  the  fubfi dies  of  the  nation  to  the  allies  of 
c  the  E.  op  HE  Such  an  infinuation  carries  its 
counterpoison  with  it,  in  the  confideration  of 
its  coming  from  a  declared  enemy,  and  ought 
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not  therefore  to  be  received,  but  for  what  it 
deferves.  It  is  his  game,  and  he  plays  it  ac¬ 
cordingly,  in  feeking  to  fow  the  feeds  of  Dif- 
content ;  that  by  depriving  his  M  ■  ■■■  »y  of  his 
much  the  moft  precious  dominion,  that  over 
the  hearts  of  his  British  fubjedts,  he  might,  by 
difuniting,  weaken  their  power  of  adtion  a- 
gainll  the  common  enemy.  For  this  purpofe 

he,  in  more  paffages  than  the  one  above  quoted, 
endeavours  to  inculcate  an  opinion  of  that  par¬ 
tiality  to  H - ,  which  the  Englifh  mob, 

and  even  many  above  that  order,  are  but  too 
ready  to  adopt,  from  a  very  natural,  and  furely 
a  very  honeft,  laudable,  and  even  loyal  jea- 
loufy  of  any  other  nation  being  better  loved, 
by  their  fovereign,  than  their  own. 

If  then  fuch  a  fufpicion  is  fo  unfavorable 
to  that  harmony  between  the  head  and  the 
body,  which  was  never  more  neceflary  than  at 
this  crifis ;  can  all  appearances  that  may  fo¬ 
ment  it,  be  too  foon  made  to  ceafe,  even  if 
there  was  no  reality  to  juftify  the  murmur  ? 
or  can  thofe  be  deemed  very  great  ftatefmen 
who  have  adted,  as  if  they  reckoned  for  no¬ 
thing  thofe  appearances  to  the  people  ? 
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For  let  it  even  be  granted,  that  thofe  un¬ 
accountable,  contradictory  alliances,  huddled 
up  with  the  Ruffians,  and  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
for  the  greater  fecurity  of  covering  Hanover, 
menaced  by  France,  purely  on  account  of  its 
connexions  with  Britain,  were  therefore  per¬ 
fectly  right,  and  befitting  the  honor  and  gene- 
rofity  of  this  nation  to  take  the  province  of 
Germany,  under  its  fpecial  protection,  (tho’ 
by  the  bye,  three  days  afterwards,  itfelf  fued 
for  fuccors  from  it)  yet,  can  it  be  faid,  that 
the  great  national  points  of  Britain,  did  not 
deferve  at  lead,  an  equal  fhow  of  tendernefs  ? 
Perhaps,  it  may  be  anfwered,  that  in  fact, 
there  was  no  undue  preference,  and  that  both 
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with  the  eager  hurry,  and  double-diligence  of 
negotiating  armies  of  fifty  thoufand  men,  and 
building  a  treaty  with  another  power,  on  the 
fat  1  ifice  of  an  antient  ally,  and  even  of  a  point 

of  8reat:  national  juftice  :  all,  to  cover  that  fo¬ 
reign  particle  of  territory. 

Now  nothing  is  more  known,  than  that  the 
province  of  E - ,  rot  an  age  ago,  was  hard¬ 

ly  mentioned  in  Europe,  otherwife  than  a- 
mongft  the  mod  inconfiderable  ones  of  Ger¬ 
many,  under  the  prote&ion  of  whofe  laws  it 
remained,  fiieitered,  and  fafe  in  its  mediocrity: 
happy  !  'f  too  fignal  a  diftinftion  of  it,  had 
not  raifed  it  out  of  that  obicurity,  to  a  degree 
of  notice,  more  flattering,  perhaps,  but  at  the 
fame  time  rnore  dangerous,  as  being  thereby 
expofed  to  every  refentment  of  the  enemies 
of  Britain,  to  which  it  ftands  fo  innocently  ob¬ 
noxious,  for  clogging  and  diftreffing  our  ope¬ 
rations,  without  its  meaning  it,  and  without 
its  being  poflible  to  be  efientially  defended  by 
us.  Had  it  then  been  plainly,  and  uniformly 
left  to  take  its  chance,  under  the  common 
Bond  of  the  Empire  :  no  Powers  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  thought  it  worth  while  molefting 
it,  or  have  made  enter  into  their  fyfiem  of 
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policy,  any  fcheme  of  attacking  it,  and  of 
wounding  Britain  through  its  fides  :  and  thus 
being  even  for  its  own  fake  treated  as  inde¬ 
pendent  on  this  nation  j  the  greater  ftrength 
which  would  have  accrued  to  Britain  from  this 
conduct  towards  it,  would,  from  the  obvious 
confequence  of  power  to  revenge  any  injuries 
offered  to  it,  on  account  of  this  nation,  have 
probably  more  effectually  prevented  them, 
than  that  fond  partiality,  which  could  only 
ferve  to  invite  them. 

That  an  over-deference  then  to  any  con  - 
nexion  on  the  continent,  can  but  hang  a  dead 
weight  on  the  refolutions  of  Britain,  and  de¬ 
prive  it  of  the  ineftimable  advantages  of  its 
infular  lituation,  is  a  conclufion  authorized  by 
the  very  nature  of  things.  Nothing  was,  by 
all  accounts,  more  eafy,  or  more  obvious, 
than  the  retaking  of  Cape  Breton  laft  year, 
when  Mr.  Bofcawen’s  Fleet  was  in  thofe 
parts,  had  preparatory  meafures  been  taken 
for  it  in  any  time.  The  New-Englanders 
defired  nothing  better.  Its  fortifications  were 
Bill  unrepaired,  and  the  reinforcements  from 
France,  unequal  to  the  ftrength  that  might 
have  been  brought  againft  it.  That  great 

Gate 
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Gate  of  the  avenue  to  Canada,  might  then, 
without  any  chimerical  preemption,  have 
been  in  our  hands,  and  if  not  have  diftreffed 
Prance  into  a  neceffity  of  offering  a  peace,  at 
leaft  at  Par,  have  diverted  its  enterprize  upon 
Minorca,  towards  recovering  a  place,  which 
is  the  true  key  of  all  its  pofTeffions  in  America, 
the  i (lands  not  excepted,  and  has  befides  de¬ 
pendent  on  it,  the  nurfery  of  its  feamen,  in  the 
fame,  or  rather  in  a  greater  degree,  than  the 
colliery-trade  has  that  of  the  Englifh  ones. 
But  what  miniftry  would  have  been  tempted 
to  piopofe,  or  order  iuch  a  meafure,  that 
muft  have  thereby  expofed  itfelf  to  the  difa- 
greeable,  and  even  dangerous  hazard  of  a  fu¬ 
rious  unpopularity,  on  its  being  forced  by  any 
exigence  of  the  Germanic  fyftem  to  reftore  it 
a  fecond  time,  on  the  maxim,  that  whenever 
U — — t  is  pinched,  Britain  mull  .difgorge  ? 

Yet  even  this  perhaps  might  be,  if  not  with 
more  fatisfadtion,  with  more  patience  at  leaft 
born,  if  the  true  intereft,  or  even  fafety  of 

1 1 - r  had  been  effectually  confulted,  or  any 

lacnfice  to  it  had  not  been  made  fo  much  in 
vain.  But,  alas !  it  never  perhaps  was  in 
greater  danger,  than  from  fpecifically  thofe 

meafures 
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meafures  which  an  over-anxiety  for  it  feems  to 
have  fuggeded.  Its  fate  appears  now  in  fome  fort 
to  be  tied  to  the  fortune  of  a  prince,  whole  in¬ 
tentions,  if  not  to  be  fufpedted,  his  procedure 
cannot  but  be  thought  rather  of  the  mod;  im¬ 
petuous,  and  in  the  dile  of  rifking  ail  for  all. 
If  it  may  be  deemed  an  over  refinement  to 
imagine,  that  he  plays  too  deep  a  game,  not 
to  play  it  booty,  and  that  his  alliance  with  a 
nation  (for  which  he  was  never  before  known, 
to  have  a  very  great  refpedt,  and  mud:  yet  have 
a  lefs,  from  its  tame  conceffion  of  a  debt, 
proved  by  the  mod  clear  and  folemn  difcufli- 
on  not  to  be  owing  to  him)  is  purely  a  trap- 
treaty  ;  there  can  however  be  no  refinement 
in  pronouncing  it  not  impofiible  but  he  mav 
be  overmatched,  by  the  number  of  enemies 
he  has  brought  on  himfelf,  fome  of  which 
mud  be  implacably  exafperated,  and  will  there¬ 
fore  very  little  refped  any  dominions  and  pow¬ 
ers  connected  with  him,  efpecially  fince  his 
being  very  little  lefs  than  put  to  the  Ban  of  the 
Empire,  by  the  Imperial  Monitories,  a  circum- 
dance,  perhaps  not  very  fignificant,  without 
being  backed  by  a  fuperior  force  of  arms,  but 
which  drengthens  however  thofe  arms  with  a 
color  of  authority,  that  may  not  want  for  fome 

influence 
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influence  over  other  provinces  of  the  Empire, 
unleis  the  Bund  of  it,  and  its  Laws,  fhould  be 
a  mere  chimera,  or  non-exiftence.  Any  halving 

Proteft  too  of  H - r,  might  but  iittle  avail  it. 

Theglare of  his  fir  A:  fucceffes  then  is  fo  far  from 
dazzling  any  but  weak  eyes,  that  the  great- 
neis,  and  elpecially  the  manner  of  them,  are 
but  realons  the  more  for  apprehending  a  re- 
veiie  for  him,  in  the  iflue  of  which  Hanover 
feenis  but  too  much  involved,  and  in  which 
furely  Britain  can  have  but  a  very  remote,  if 
any  intereft  at  all  :  as  the  diverlion  created  to 
France,  by  a  power’s  attacking  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  whole  interefts  (notwithftanding  a 
momentary  alliance,  formed  by  ha’f-fear,  half¬ 
pique  on  one  fide,  and  great  art  on  the  other) 
are,  in  the  nature  of  things,  dire&iy  oppofite 
to  thofe  of  France,  mull  indeed  be  a  diverfion 
to  it,  and  fuch  an  one  as  would  tempt  one  to 
think  it  had  been  planned  at  Verfailles. 

As  nothing  then  can  be  clearer,  than  that  the 
too  clofe  an  entanglement  of  Bri'ain  with  a 
province  on  the  Continent,  is  actually  detri¬ 
mental  to  both  :  fuch  a  rep1  dentation  mipht 

J  O 

have  come  with  propriety,  even  from  the 

German  minifters  to  fl - ,  ard  as  to  the 

Englifh  ones,  any  concurrence,  or  even  ac- 

quiefcence 
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quiefcence  of  theirs,  in  lefs  Britifh  meafures, 
muft,  to  fay  nothing  of  the  injury  done  to 
their  country,  endanger,  what  they  might  per¬ 
haps  confider  more,  the  liability  of  their  own 
power  j  and  bring  on,  in  confequence  of  the 
clamor  of  an  awakened  public,  the  neceffity 
of  a  refignation  with  as  ill  a  grace,  as  that  of 
a  pilot  giving  up  his  office,  whilft  the  ffiip 
lies  beating  to  pieces  on  thofe  rocks,  upon 
which  his  unikilfulnefs  had  fleered  her  ;  and  in 
fuch  a  condition,  who  would  not  tremble  to 
take  charge  of  her  P 

4 

Miniflers  then  of  fo  foft  a  model,  would- 
be  left  with  the  lefs  excufe,  from  the  nature 
of  our  admirable  Conflitution,  being  fuch,  as 
that  it  gives  them  that  fpecial  advantage,  if 
they  either  knew  it,  or  did  not  want  the  vir¬ 
tue  to  exert  it,  of  a  right  of  remonflrance. 
They  are  not  flaves :  and  there  are  even  flaves 
who  have  dared  to  affert  it.  The  parliament 
of  Paris,  which  feems  to  have  caught  fome  of 
the  old  fpirit  that  formerly  animated  Britifh 
breafls,  has,  in  a  reprefentation  diredtly  ad- 
dreffied  to  the  French  king,  not  lefs  fenfibly 
than  virtuoufly,  dated  the  fair  diflindtion  of 

there  being  fuch  a  tiring  as  “  a  loyal  rejiftence , 
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tc  and  a  treafonable  complaifance “  line  ref  fence 
*c  defideite ,  et  une  complaifance  perfde”  This 
is  the  language  of  true  Patriotifm,  and  true 
policy,  a  language  never  but  to  the  fhame  of 
thofe  who  omit  it,  or  but  fo  much  to  the  ho¬ 
nor  of  thofe  who  urge  it,  however  it  may  be 
received,  that  kings  have  not  it  in  their  power 
to  confer  a  diftindtion  equal  to  it.  Wealth, 
places,  titles,  ribbons,  can  be  but  a  wretched 
bubble’s  bargain  in  exchange  for  it.  Who 
would  not,  with  a  grain  of  tafle,  or  good 
fenfe,  but  think  it  an  invaluable  fatisfadtion, 
not  to  be  of  a  Court  where  fuch  a  language 
was  unwelcome,  or  where  fuperior  merit,  and 
the  love  of  one’s  country,  only  expofed  the 
poflelTors  to  the  minifterial  oftracifm,  or  able- 
gation  from  that  Cabinet,  where,  for  its  own 

fake,  it  would  be  happy  that  none  others  Ihould 
be  admitted  ? 

So  far  however  is  highlv  probable,  that  till 
that  genuine  fpirit  is  feen  prevalently  eftablifh- 
ed,  not  by  mere  profefiions,  but  by  clear  adts, 
thePublic  will  notealily  refume  that  confidence, 
in  men  of  power,  which  has  been  broke,  by 
the  numerous  examples  of  the  popular  ha- 
rangucrs  and  writers,  who,  the  infant  they 

had 
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had  carried  the  point,  for  which  they  only- 
harangued  and  wrote,  that  of  private  interelf, 
without  lhame,  or  even  keeping  meafures  with 
common  decency,  turned  their  backs  on  that 
Country,  over  which  the  influence  they  had 
gained  by  its  trusting  them,  made  them  con- 
fiderable  enough  to  be  dealt  with  for  the  fa- 
crifice  of  it :  but  this  is  rather  too  ftale  a 
game,  to  think  of  playing  it  again  with  a  very 
good  grace  :  it  has  fucceeded  too  often  to  fuc- 
ceed  any  more.  Nothing  then  but  an  entire 
change  of  meafures,  a  new  fpirit  of  councils, 
can  re-infpire  the  hopes  of  feeing  the  affairs 
take  a  more  national,  and  more  favorable  turn, 
and  encourage  the  vigorous,  heart-and-hand, 
co-operation  of  the  whole  community  towards 
fo  delirable  an  end.  Even  pall;  faults  may, 
by  contrariety,  prove  an  admirable  guidance 
to  future  reparation.  A  Ihip  embayed,  or 
got  into  the  midft  of  breakers,  nearly  furround¬ 
ing  her,  has  no  chance  for  efcaping,  but  to  tack 
on  the  oppolite  point  of  the  compafs  to  that 
which  brought  her  into  her  danger,  and 
meafure  back  her  courfe.  The  fafety  then  of 
the  nation,  forms  at  prefent  the  great,  the  in- 
flant,  the  preferable  objeft.  France,  flulhed 
with  her  recent  advantages,  is  a  power  too 
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alert,  too  knowing,  not  to  follow  her  blows, 
as  fait  as  poiiible,  if  but  to  prevent  our  re¬ 
covering  breath,  and  would  be  glad  to  fee  us 
take  the  change,  and  the  public  attention  en- 
groffed  by  inferior  or  fecondary  points,  fuch 
as  even  would  be  comparatively  the  perplex¬ 
ing,  diftateful  enquiry  into  part  mifcarriages  ; 
by  which  the  time  of  action  againft  an  enemy, 
that  has  the  fword  at  our  throats,  would  be 
confirmed  in  queftioning  perfonages,  who,  after 
all,  may  never  have  had  any  heads  to  lofe,  and 
to  whom  it  would  be  doing  too  great  an  honor 
to  mix,  at  leaft  till  the  danger  is  over,  a  notice 
of  them  with  fo  much  higher,  and  more  ur¬ 
gent  a  concern. 

Never  then  could  there  exift  a  conjuncture, 
in  which  a  general  plan  was  moreneceilary  to  be 
immediately  framed,  and  digefted  by  the  ableft 
heads  of  the  kingdom,  for  counter-working 
the  French  defigns,  and  to  be  carried  into 
execution  by  proper  hands,  without  lofing  an 
inftant.  Britain,  when  once  it  begins  to  rouze, 
and  feel  its  own  proper  ftrength,  and  to  de¬ 
pend  upon  itfelf,  has  yet  refources  within  it- 
felf  (and  to  them  alone  it  feems  indeed  left 
by  its  ungrateful  and  feduccd  allies)  capable 
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of  holding  France  at  bay,  till  the  powers  that 
{hall  have  joined  her,  may  be  brought  back 
to  reflexion  on  the  certain  ruin  to  themfelves 
of  concurring  to  the  over-aggrandizement  of 
a  nation,  from  which  they  can  expedt  no  re¬ 
turn,  but  that  of  being  ultimately  fwallowed 
up  by  it,  unlefs  they  can  imagine  that  the 
French  have  changed  their  nature,  or  their 
politics  their  objedt.  Whilfl:  again  others, 
who  now  behold  the  quarrel,  with  an  eye  of 
indifference,  or  may  have  been  unwilling  to 
make  a  common  caufe  with  Britain,  when 
they  faw  it,  by  becoming  a  party  on  the  Con¬ 
tinent,  forfeiting  its  proper  charadter  of  arbi- 
trefs  of  Europe,  in  virtue  of  its  infular  dura¬ 
tion,  will  probably  on  obferving  its  political 
condudt  reftored,  on  the  old  Britifli  footing, 
be  at  lead  lefs  averfe  to  take  part  in  our  de¬ 
fence. 

Even  the  Emprefs-Queen,  when  recovered 
from  her  refentments  of  the  Pruffian  treaty, 
to  a  fenfe  of  her  true  intereft,  muff  behold 
with  horror,  the  engagements  into  which  they 
have  precipitated  her,  againfl:  a  nation,  to 
which  her  family  owed  more  gratitude,  than 
to  let  a  transient  difguft,  irrevocably  alienate 
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her,  and  drive  her  into  the  arms  of  an  anticnt 
enemy,  who  will  hardly  fail  of  making  his 
own  ule  of  her  recourfe  to  him,  for  which, 
he  is  beholding  only  to  a  fudden  fit  of  terror 
and  difpleafure.  Bat  fhould  fhe  not  think  in 
time  of  repairing  her  error,  and  difintangle 
from  France,  Britain  may  fafely,  and  without 
fear  of  difappointment,  truft  to  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon,  for  the  care  of  revenging  on  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria,  the  offence  this  nation  has 
fo  juflly  taken,  at  the  ingratitude  and  rafh- 
n el's  of  its  prefent  procedure,  and  yet  would 
be  forry  to  fee  it  punifhed  fo  feverely  as  it  de¬ 
leaves.  In  the  mean  time  P - will  proba¬ 

bly  nave  a  nard  tafk  to  perfuade  many  of  the 
Geiman  I  rinces,  or  tiie  whole  world  in  gene- 
lai,  that  a  Pnncefs,  who  but  the  other  day, 
was  even  an  object  of  Compaffion  to  her  very 
enemies,  and  weakened  by  that  King’s  rend- 
mg  from  her  that  important  Province  of  Si - 
lefia,  in  the  very  inftant  of  her  ftruggling, 
even  for  her  exiftence,  fhould  fo  foon  be  in  a 
capacity,  not  only  of  forming  a  fcheme  to 
deflroy  him,  which,  by  the  bye,  fhe  abfo- 
lutely  denies,  and  defies  him  to  the  proof,  but 
of  fubverting  the  liberties  of  the  Empire : 
One  part  of  the  charge  may  have  fome  color, 

the 
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the  other  branch  of  it  too  may  be  true  ;  but 
can  never  be  faid  to  be  probable. 


Now  as  to  the  procedure  of  Holland  towards 
us.  Whatever  may  be  its  motives  of  indif¬ 
ference,  whether  an  unjuft  jealoufy  of  Britain, 
or  that  fear  of  France,  which  can  only  in- 
creafe  the  occafions  for  it  ;  can  the  Dutch  pof- 
iibly  be  fuch  enemies  to  themfelves,  or  betray 
their  own  country  to  that  degree,  as  to  fuffer 
the  remembrance  of  a  few  tranfient  and  pre- 
fently-healed  mifunderftandings,  which  mufl 
fometimes  happen  amongft  neighboring  pow¬ 
ers,  to  overcome  the  attention  they  owe  to 
themfelves,  of  preferving  their  permanent  con- 
ilitutional  alliance,  with  a  nation  united  to  it 
by  the  common  caufe  of  liberty  againft  its 
moft  dangerous  invaders,  united  to  it,  in  fhort, 
by  all  the  great  points  of  intereft,  and  never 
divided  from  it,  but  on  the  fmaller  ones,  which 
fuppofe  an  eafy  accommodation,  between  two 
powers,  neither  of  whofe  fpirit  is  that  of  con- 
queft  or  invafion  ?  Can  it  then  treat  with  fcorn 
and  indignation  enough  fuch  infamous  induce¬ 
ments,  as  the  French  writer,  under  their  co¬ 
lors,  has  defpifed  them  fo  much,  as  to  dare  to 
propofe  to  them,  as  if  they  were  to  be  caught 

bv 


by  fo  treacherous,  and  yet  fo  grofs  a  bait, 
“  Ways  he,  Letter  n,  Page  22,  ftill  fpeak- 
ing  in  the  affumed  charader  of  a  Dutchman) 
“  calm  fp  eclat  or  s  of  the  madnefs  oj  the  Englifi 
11  nation ,  we  refricl  our  vigilance,  to  the  hold- 
“  ing  ourfehes  in  a  fate  of  defence  againft  the 
“  firft  that  Jhoald  attack  us.,  fure  of  the  aid  of 
“  France,  in  cafe  of  an  invafion/mw  England, 
“  what  the  commerce  of  this  lajl  lofes,  we  Jhall 
<c  necejfarily  gain.  It  is  a  river  that  cannot  be 
ec  turned  out  oj  its  channel,  without  its  f  owing 
“  into  fome  other  ground.  Enriched  in  the  fame 
“  Proportion  as  England  foall  be  ruined,  who 
“  knows  but  we  may  come  to  be  on  a  level  with 

“  that  Power  ?” - Upon  a  level  indeed  it 

would  loon  be  with  it,  if  that  Power  was 
ruined ,  unlefs  that  meek,  difinterefted  Ally  of 
theirs  would,  as  foon  as  it  had  concluded  with 
one,  pioully,  gratefully,  and  with  its  ufual  mo¬ 
deration,  and  good  faith,  abftain  from  adding 
the  fubjedion  of  the  other. 

One  would  think  too,  that  Spain  fhould 
know  France  rather  too  well,  to  hazard  the 
giving  it  fuch  an  afeendant  over  its  councils,  as 
to  let  it  drag  it  at  laft  into  a  war,  in  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  which  it  will  hardly  give  it  any 
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Other  lhare,  than  what  it  cannot  well  help,  or 
make  any  better  ufe  of  them,  than  to  enable 
it  the  more  to  give  Law  to  Spain,  in  every 
point  that  their  interefts  fhall  differ  ;  and  it  is 
impofflrble  but  that  they  fhould  differ,  for  many 
^3.  r  afioirs  tliat  might  be  given  ;  but  one 
will  ferve  for  a  thoufand  :  France  is  its  neigh¬ 
bour,  both  in  Europe  and  America. 


And  here  to  particularize  all  the  States  in 
Europe  would  be  fuperfluous  ;  fince  there  is 
not  one  of  them  but  is  effentially  interested, 
in  that  France  Should  not  obtain  that  predo¬ 
minion  it  fo  vifibly  affedts.  Was  it  to  gain  its 
ends  j  was  the  proper  natural  influence  of  Bri¬ 
tain  on  the  fyftem  of  Europe,  to  be  loSt,  or 
even  but  leffened,  it  would  create  fuch  a  chafm 
in  it,  as  would  not  eafily,  nor  foon  be  repaired, 
and  many  of  its  Powers  would  have  caufe  to 
remember,  with  regret,  their  non-concurrence 
to  the  fupport  of  a  nation,  whofe  turn  to  Com¬ 
merce  diffufed  an  univerfal  benefit,  without 
even  the  fufpicion  of  an  invafive  fpirit,  and 
whofe  wealth  acquired,  and  even  much  more 
than  was  acquired  by  it,  witnefs  the  national 
debt,  was  ever  chearfully  contributed  to  the 
caufe  and  fervice  of  univerfal  liberty.  Wheq- 
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ever  too  they  come  to  examine  the  real  grounds 
of  the  quarrel  now  on  foot,  they  will  find, 
with  indignation,  how  grofsly  France  has  im- 
pofed  on  them  in  their  mif-reprefentations,  and 
that  Britain  has  ftridtly  done  no  more  than  de¬ 
fend  itielf  againft  ufurpations  that  tended  to 
deftroy  the  Britifh  Intereil,  to  its  very  founda¬ 
tions. 

In  the  mean  time,  one  ever-memorable  ad¬ 
vantage  muff  accrue,  though  rather  of  the  latefi, 
to  this  nation,  from  its  prefent  fituation,  and 
that  is,  a  thorough  fenfe  of  the  impolicy  of 
ever  interfering  on  the  Continent,  beyond  that 
juft  meafure  and  referve,  of  which  the  cool 
lolidity  of  a  Queen  Elizabeth  let  an  example, 
which  Britain  would  have  been  but  too  rich, 
and  happy,  if  it  had  always  been  imitated,  or 
if  a  foreign  influence  had  not  too  often  roman¬ 
tically  plunged  the  nation  into  the  taking  part 
as  a  Principal,  where  that  of  a  powerful  arbi¬ 
trator  would  have  better  became,  and  been 
lure  to  it ;  and  immenle  fums,  as  well  as  fo 
much  precious  blood,  w'ould  have  been  laved 
to  it,  for  more  valuable  purpofes,  than  pur- 
chafing  the  experience  of  the  little  dependence 
to  be  had  on  the  gratitude  of  the  States  and 
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Princes  of  the  Continent,  which  however  is 
not  much  to  be  wondered  at,  when  there  is  fo 
little  to  be  had  even  on  their  own  Intereft. 


But  leaving  them  to  that  felf-reproach,  from 
which  not  felf-partiality  itfelf  can  hardly  fave 
them,  when  the  fpirit  of  true  policy  returning 
to  them,  fhall  add  its  weight  to  their  own  re¬ 
flexions,  how  little  the  general  conduX  of 
Great  Britain  has  deferved  this  defertion  from 
them  ;  proceed  we  to  that  great  ftrefs-point, 
the  prefent  neceflity  of  the  nation  taking  a  tho¬ 
rough,  and  fevere  review  of  itlelf,  if  it  would 
form  effeXual  meafures  towards  accomplifhing 
that  great  and  important  end  of  retrieving  the 
damage  it  has  received,  and  for  which  it  muft 
fo  greatly  depend  on  itfelf. 

And  in  the  firft  place,  it  owes  to  itfelf  the 
Juftice  of  examining,  whether  the  general  dif- 
fatisfaXion  that  has  gone  forth  againfl  pafled 
meafures,  is  with,  or  without  foundation. 

The  advocates  for  them  produce,  with  great 
parade,  a  recenfion  of  our  naval  forces,  and 
equipments  of  numerous  fquadrons,  which 
they  do  not  fail  to  conclude,  with  the  great 
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propriety  of  their  detonation,  yW/y  indeed 
eluded  by  various  events,  out  of  the  reach  of 
human  wildoro  to  have  foreieen,  or  guarded 
againtl  ;  hut  who  can  help  fate  ?  Here,  an 
admiral  did  not  fight :  there,  an  unfufpeded 
pafiage  through  the  Streights  of  Belleifle  ena¬ 
bled  the  enemy  to  give  us  the  flip  :  Or  the 
vafinefs  of  tne  Atlantic  Ocean  favored  his 
dodging  us,  and  getting  fafe  into  port:  all 
thefe,  tuiely  not  imputable  to  the  Minifters. 
IVlneh  of  this  mav  be  true,  and  yet  far  from 
fatisfadory  enough  to  a  Public,  too  juft  to  con¬ 
demn  upon  thofe  events,  which  could  not  but 
in  their  nature  be  left  to  Fortune,  but  with- 
all  too  diicerning  not  to  fee,  or  rqther  feel, 
that  with  refpedt  to  the  fum  of  things,  there 
muft  have  been  fome  undue  preference  of  in- 
terefts,  foreign  to  that  of  Britain,  a  want,  or 
defeftivenefs  of  a  general  Plan,  a  perfundtory 
acquittal  of  bufinefs  by  unfubftantial  forms, 
a  flownefs  of  refolution,  a  non-expedition,  a 
nothing-meaningnefs,  a  certain  faintnefs  of 
management,  that  muft  all  have  concurred  to 
afford  no  better  an  account  of  fuch  powerful 
forces,  and  fuch  expences,  without  ftint  or 
meafure,  as  thofe  with  which  the  War  was 
opened  ;  and  with  which  fo  little  material  has 

been 
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been  done  beyond  the  confefledly  neceflary 
guard  of  our  threatened  coaft  j  whilft  every 
thing  elfe  appears  to  have  been  tardily,  or  de¬ 
ficiently  provided  for,  as  if  the  Nation  had 
been  reduced  to  fo  low  an  ebb,  as  to  want 

i 

firength  enough  to  defend,  at  once,  its  center 
of  dominion,  and  the  remoter  parts  of  it.  If 
this  laft  was  purely  the  cafe,  the  next  quef- 
tions  that  occur,  are  how  came  it  to  be  fuflfer- 
ed  to  fink  into  this  miferable  condition?  What 
preventive  wifdom  has  been  timeoully  exerted 
to  keep  it  up  to  its  priftine  ftate  ?  What  al¬ 
liances  have  been  cultivated  on  a  truly  Britilh 
footing  ?  How  has  the  political  and  executive 
firength  of  the  nation  been  taken  care  of  ?  — — 

Seamen  it  is  faid,  are  wanted.  The  wonder 
would  be  if  they  were  not  wanting,  when 
the  means  of  railing  and  encouraging  them 
have  been  fo  little  provided  for  in  time,  and 
the  manning  of  the  navy,  in  any  exigency, 
trufted  to  that  falfe  and  filly,  to  fay  no  worie, 
expedient  of  prefling,  which  is  fo  cruel  an  in¬ 
jury  to  that  live-bulwark  of  the  nation,  tho 
clafs  of  failors.  What  Father,  whether  a 
Seaman  or  landman,  but  ought  to  think  it 
an  ad:  of  piety  to  deftroy  his  child,  rather  than 

breed  it  to  the  only  profeflion,  in  which  he 

would 
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would  be  liable  to  fuch  a  flavifh  treatment  ? 
Can  the  lofs  of  a  man’s  liberty,  be  a  reafon 
for  defending  the  liberties  of  thofe  who  rob 
him  of  his  own  ?  or  will  he  not  be  the  lefs 
a  man  for  it  ?  Nothing  can  be  more  true  than 
that  War,  like  Love,  endures  no  preffed  men, 
*T  i'Cy  lathei  ferve  then  to  fpread  the  damp 
of  their  own  juft  difcontent,  amongft  their 
volunteer-comrades,  than  are  ever  brought  to 
joiu  in  their  willingnefs,  as  diftempers  are 
catching,  though  health  is  not.  A  navy 
may  petnaps  by  this  means,  fometimes  pro¬ 
em  e  a  numerical,  but  never  an  effective  com¬ 
plement  of  men.  At  fea  then,  they  have 
neai  extinghiftied  by  violence  the  fpiritof  the 
fervice  :  at  land  it  has  been  buffered  to  go  out 
01  itfelf,  for  want  of  an  application  to  pro¬ 
perly  cultivate  that  martial  turn,  which  for¬ 
merly  made  the  Englilh  troops  confidered  as 
the  moft  excellent  ones  in  Europe,  whether 
as  to  officers  or  private  men. 

•  •  •  p  t  f 
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Whilft  then  the  attention  of  the  men  of 
power,  feems  to  have  been  engrofled  by  fo¬ 
reign  concerns,  by  borough-jobbing,  by 
fchemes  for  fupplanting  one  another,  or  for 
prefer ving  their  polls,  tho’  impoflible  by  fuch 
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a  conduct  to  be  long  preferved,  inflead  of 
taking  care  of  the  great  national  points  ;  can 
it  be  matter  of  furprize,  or  a  reproach  to  the 
People  in  general,  on  feeing  the  honor  and 
interefls  of  the  nation,  confequently  levelled 
in  the  duft,  that  they  are  not  over-enamored 
with  thofe  from  whom  they  have  received 
fuch  untowardly  marks  of  a  tendernefs  for  their 
welfare  ?  or  that  they  repay  their  preference 
of  their  own  little  private  intereft,  with  the 
fentiments  they  deferve  ?  Can  they  be  very 
grateful  for  certain  unpopular  remedies  for 
confeft  abufes,  meant  perhaps  fairly,  but  fo 
unjudicioufly  contrived,  as  to  be  greater  abufes 
themfelves  ?  Have  not  they,  in  fhort,  been 
■fo  fond,  of  even  but  the  appearances  of  good 
.intentions,  that  they  have  given  their  whole 
weight  of  credit  to  them,  and  when  they 
found  out  the  deception,  feemed  but  the 
eagerer  to  embrace  a  new  one,  and  fometimes 
at  the  hands  of  the  fame  perfons  ? 

y  Surely  then  this  undoubted  fpirit  of  Juftice 
fo  tempered  with  good-nature  in  the  People 
of  England,  from  which,  unlefs  under  the 
force  of  fome  treacherous  delufion,  they  never 
departed,  and  to  which  they  were  foon  enabled 

to 


mssa 


r  56  j  * 

to  return  by  their  natural  good-fenfe,  mult  be 
greatly  encouraging  to  any  fucceffors  that  may 
"be  to  thole,  with  whofe  retreat  no  fault  will 
hardly  be  found,  but  that  of  its  latenefs. 

*1  he  Public  will  then  molt  probably  make 
the  juft  allowances  for  the  evidently  difadvan- 
tageous  conjuncture,  in  which  fuch  accepters 
may  come  in,  and  fairly  diftinguifli  between 
the  confequences  of  prior  delinquencys,  either 
impoffible,  or  at  leaft  extreamly  difficult  for 
them  to  repair,  and  thofe  aCts  purely  their  own. 
If  their  good  intentions  are  cordial,  they  need 
not  fear  Juftice  being  done  to  them.  The 
Heart  judges  the  Heart.  There  is  no  one 
too  can  be  infenlible,  not  only  of  the  up-hili 
labor  that  awaits  them,  to  regain  the  loft  ad¬ 
vantages  over  foreign  enemies,  alert  and  flulh- 
ed  with  their  firft  fucceffes,  but  of  the  gain- 
fayings,  and  oppolition  they  will  have  to  meet 
with  from  domeftic  ones ;  from  the  different 
opinions,  in  Ihort,  inflexible  cbftinacy,  and 
prejudices  of  thofe  to  whom  no  fyftem,  how¬ 
ever  adapted  to  the  Public  Good,  will  be  wel¬ 
come,  unlefs  it  co-incides  with,  or  takes  in 
their  own  private  intereft,  to  fay  nothing  of 
the  refentments  always  following  removals, 

and 


mmssm 


'  *  ■ 


' 

V -  ^  d&W:  c  '  dWW  ■  -  •%  :  ,  :'l1 

. 

BPJfHJmu— mm*  »■  l  Ji'.tr.  *  TV..  ’.  •~" 


E  57  1 

and  the  yet  more  malignant  rage  of  tliofe 
whofe  cleared;  revenue,  founded  on  too  long 
tolerated  abufes,  muft  fubfide  on  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  that  Public  ceconomy,  which 
under  a  judicious  comptrol,  equidiftant  from 
the  vice  of  either  extream,  can  never  be  but 
commendable,  but  is  now  an  abfolute  necef- 
lity.  Such  enmities  then  they  need  not  have 
much  penetration  to  anticipate,  nor  much 
firmnefs  to  defpife.  The  fhame  would  oe  no.. 
to  deferve  them.  Folly  ever  murmurs  at  the 
reign  of  Wifdom,  Villainy  at  that  of  Honefty, 
and  Chaos  complains  of  Order.  If  too  they 
are  really  eftimable  themfelves,  they  will  oe 
the  caufe  of  elleern  to  others,  who,  from 
thinking  theirs  worth  gaining,  will  exert  them-, 
felves  to  gam  it,  and  in  courfe  delerve  tnai.  ot. 
their  country :  and  they  wi.i  thus  be  the  authors 
of  all  the  good  done  for  the  fake  of  imitating, 
or  of  being  approved  by  them.  Whereas,  it 
is  unconceivable  the  damage,  hurt,  and  difho- 
nor  refulting  to  the  Public  Service,  rrom  iud- 
ordinates  defpifing  their  fuperiors,  a  contempt 
which  can  never  grow  up  without  caufe,  ana 
from  which  there  is  never  any  r  ^  i  g. 

The  little  non-expletives  then  of  great  O frees, 
can  only  ferve  to  fmk  and  degrade  the  autho- 
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1  ity  of  thofe  Offices,  but  can  never  make  the 

awe  of  them,  give  a  competent  fupplejnent  of 

dignity  to  the  intrinfic  nothingnefs  of  their  ner- 
fonal  character.  Yet,  how  often  has  the  P  b- 
hc  groaned  at  feeing  places  of  the  higheft  im¬ 
portance  beftowed  on  thofe,  whofe  only  title 
feemed  to  be  that  of  the  mo  ft  affi  red  incapa¬ 
city  for  them,  and  fometimes,  though  not 
quite  fo  often,  their  fecondaries  and  fubal terns 
chofen  by  the  fame  ftandard  ;  fome  of  whom, 
and  thofe  indeed  often  the  leaft  worthlefs, 
were  pinned  on  the  public,  purely  to  fave  the 
expence  of  a  private  gratification  for  private  fer- 
vice,  or  even  for  domeftic  drudgery,  and  thruft 
into  pofts  they  were  unfit  to  enjoy,  with  much 
the  fame  propriety  that  Mahomet  gave  hiscamel 
a  place  in  his  paradife,  for  having  proved  a 
faithful  beaft  of  burthen  to  him. 

Ail  the  hopes  then  of  Britain  depend  on 
a  fyftem  of  management  being  eftablifhed,  ia 
which  the  Publick  Good  fihall  have  that  refpedl 
paid  to  it,  which  no  true,  even,  felfifh  policy 
would  ever  have  negledfed.  It  would  be  in¬ 
deed  a  vifionary  utopian  fcheme,  to  propofe  the 
cxclufion  of  all  private  intereft  j  but  fo  much 
is  certain,  that  even  that  can  neither  be  per¬ 
manent. 
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manent,  or  not  infamous,  that  docs  not  take 
the  Public  Intereft  along  with  it.  The  prac¬ 
tical  negledt'of  which,  fo  plain,  fo  obvious  a 
maxim,  is  however  the  very  folly,  that  has 
deftroyed  by  far  more  nations  than  ever  down¬ 
right  treafon  did.  Though,  in  fadt,  if  may 
be  not  intentionally,  fools  are  always  traitors, 
if  not  to  their  country,  to  themfelves,  and  of¬ 
ten  to  both.  The  great  mifchief  then  is,  when 
they  are  fuffered  to  difgrace,  or  be  difgraced 
by  an  eminent  Place.  For  whilrt  that  worth- 
leffnefs  of  theirs,  which  feems  the  darling  pri¬ 
vilege  of  too  many  of  a  certain  rank,  continues 
confined  within  that  little  wretched  circle 
(which  however  palfes  upon  them  for  their 
great  world)  of  dependents,  to  whom  they  are 
a  property,  of  flatterers  that  defpife  them  e- 
noueh  to  flatter  them,  and  of  allociates  with 

O 

them,  from  the  herding  inftindt  of  congenial 
underfcandings ;  the  harm  is  not  much  ;  it  is  a 
private  ridicule,  that  even  intitles  the  objedts  of 
it  to  pity  :  but  when  this  worthlertnefs  is  pufh- 
ed  into  ports  of  national  importance,  it  grows 
ferious,  and  commences  a  Public  Misfortune- 
Such  a  cart  then  of  parts  is,  in  truth,  a  greater 
reproach  to  the  Political  Drama,  than  what 
the  Dutch  Obfervator  (Let.  viii.  P.  56.)  makes 
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to  our  Theatre,  for  admitting  the  intertexture 
of  the  low-burlefque  with  our  graveft  Pieces, 
It  is  certainly  enough  for  fools  to  be  endured  at 
a  Court,  without  giving  them  great  places.  The 
invidious  cavil  however  of  that  Frenchman, 
v/iil  hardly  perfuade  a  judge  of  tafte,  that  our 
Shakefpeare  is  inferior  to  their  Corneille,  or 
Racine,  whofe  works  carry  with  them  the  ri¬ 
dicule  of  a  ftatuary’s  exhibiting  figures  of  the 
undents  in  the  modern  drefs  of  a  Monfieur, 
or  Madame,  finely  finifhed  indeed  with  a  tame 
corredtnefs,  and  with  all  the  polifn,  but  with 
all  the  coldnefs  too  of  marble,  and  like  Har¬ 
lequin’s  horfe,  wanting  nothing  but  life :  whilft 
our  Englifia  Prometheus  has  given  to  his  pro¬ 
ductions  all  the  fire,  all  the  animation  of  na¬ 
ture,  with  all  its  wild  diforder  of  the  pafiions. 
This  little  digrefiion,  the  tribute  of  juftice  to 
fo  excellent  an  author,  has  however  no  chance 
for  its  pafiing,  but  under  favor  of  the  reflec¬ 
tion  to  which  it  naturally  enough  gives  rife, 
that  if  Englishmen  would  but  do  juftice  enough 
to  their  own  found  original  fenfe,  they  might, 
even  in  matters  of  tafte,  give  law  to  the  French, 
inftcad  of  receiving  it  from  them.  Whereas, 
as  it  is,  there  is  no  obferving  without  a  due 
mixture  of  pitty  and  contemptuous  indignation., 
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an  imitation  too  common  amongft  us  of  a  peo¬ 
ple,  who  were  never  born  to  be  our  models, 
and  who  yet  often  are  fo,  in  points  of  which 
the  nature,  is  an  aggravation  of  the  repioach 
of  their  being  fo  ;  as  if  a  light  gale  had  waft¬ 
ed  over  to  us  all  their  levities,  and  follies,  and 
a  ftrong  one  had  blown  over  to  them  all  our 
folidity.  Our  nations  feem  to  have  changed 
characters.  The  ftreets,  the  public  places, 
fociety  itfelf  is  peftered  with  naufeous  fwarms 
of  Englifh  abortions  of  French  foppery,  mi- 
fcrable  copifts  of  thofe  airs,  grimaces,  and 
follies,  of  which  the  beft  amongft  the  French 
themfelvesareat  length  fo  fick,  and  fo  afliamed, 
as  to  take  a  lefs  frivolous  turn  ;  and  whilft: 
numbers  here  lick  up  that  refufe-trafh  of  theirs, 
they  on  the  contrary  boaft  of  owing,  of  late, 
to  Britain,  their  firft  notions  of  improving  their 
Marine,  Commerce,  Colonies,  Agriculture, 
with  other  of  the  chief  points  that  tend  to  en¬ 
rich  and  aggrandize  a  nation.  Their  nooies, 
one  mav  fay,  all  to  a  man,  at  the  militaty  age, 
take  up  arms,  and,  however  great  then  for¬ 
tunes  may  be,  would  hold  themfeives  difho- 
nored  for  ever,  if  tney  declined  ventuting  their 
Lives  for  their  Country  :  whilft  io  many  of 
our  young  fellows  of  rank  keep  inglorioufly 
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loitering  about  at  home,  murthering  nothing 

°Ut  Ume’ and  tafte  i  content  with  their  fplendid 
campaigns  at  Ranelagh,  or  their  more  dange- 

r°u- la068** 3t  ^ *azzas»  or  the  gaming-table : 
whilft  again  fome  of  our  lords  are  fo  like  ladies, 

t  ley  think  it  a  good  com  prom  ife  never  to  be  fpo- 
ken  of  at  all,  “  animce  nil  magnce  laudis  egentesr 
1  hence  that  apathy  to  true  honor,  that  foftnefs, 
wmch  feems  the  epidemical  malady  of  the 
times,  and  might  well  he  the  occafion,  that 
wnen  a  Blakeney  bravely  defended  his  Charge, 
the  People  hood  as  if  aftonilhed  to  find  one 
exception  to  the  prevailing  degeneracy,  and 
celebrated  him  with  an  enthufiafm  of  applaufe, 
that  does  honor  indeed  to  the  obje<3  of  it,  but 
is  not  the  beft  of  figns  for  the  nation  that  pays 
it,  as  virtue  mu  ft  have  ceafed  to  be  very  com¬ 
mon  in  it,  before  it  could  begin  to  be  fo  great 
a  diftindtion. 

Britain  tnen,  before  its  late  misfortunes  and 
difgrace,  feemed  at  its  laft  yawns,  and  ready 
to  drop  into  a  profound,  and  fcarce  lefs  than 
a  death-fleep,  but  awakened  as  it  is,  every 
tiling  may  be  hoped  from  its  being  roufed  in 
earned,  and  from  reeling  its  own  natural 
engthj  collected  in  which,  and  takin*7  care 
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that  It  be  applied  to  its  own  proper  ufe,  it  will 
at  leaft  deferve  to  retrieve  its  late  difadvantages 
and  Ioffes.  They  may,  in  truth,  be  but  paf- 
fmg  clouds,  or  black  as  they  are,  not  in¬ 
capable  of  being  diffipated.  If  that  Pub¬ 
lic  Virtue,  which  ufed  to  give  light  to 
Britifh  intelle&s,  and  heat  to  Britifh  courage, 
was  once  more  to  re-vifit,  and  with  its  in¬ 
fluence  re-invigorate  this  land,  from  which  it 
has  been  fo  long  banifhed  and  exploded  by 
the  combined  powers  of  knavery,  folly  and 
dullnefs  j  things  might  toon  wear  another 
afpeft,  and  France,  perhaps,  be  made  to  come 
in  for  her  juft  thare  of  danger  and  damage  in 
the  ftorm  the  has  raifed  ;  as  well  as  to  give  a 
competent  fatisfadtion  for  treating  us  as  Pirates, 
to  all  the  Courts  of  Europe,  on  the  account 
of  an  undeclared  war  at  fea,  which  itfelf  ma- 
nifefl.lv  began  at  land,  and  for  which  nothing 
fure  can  be  more  ftrongly  produced  in  our 
J uftification,  than  what  the  Dutch  Obferva- 
tor  (Letter  VI.  Page  26.)  fo  foolifhly,  and  fo 
unconlequentially  quotes  agairaft  us,  as  agi 
Axiom  of  the  Law  of  Nations.  Hojiesfunt 
gut  nob.s,  aut  quibus  nos  helium  public e  decerni¬ 
n' us  ;  cceien  lalrones  aut  pres  done  s funt.  “  Thofe 
-  are  enemies,  againfl  whom  we  declare  war 
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formally,  or  who  declare  it  again  ft  us,  all 
“  others  are  banditti^  ox  land-robbers'’  True! 
they  are  fo  :  and  can  it  be  a  reproach  to  the 
Englifti,  that  the  French  in  quality  of  Land- 

t 

robbers  provoked  that  ufage  of  them  as  fuch, 
which  that  Law  of  Nations  exprefly  author 
rizes,  in  that  very  paffage  of  it,  fo  pompoufly 
quoted  ?  Nor  will  this  unmerited  reproach 
then,  perhaps  in  the  iffue  of  the  war,  ferve 

them  to  fhelter  under  it  their  perfidious  repa¬ 
ration  of  Dunkirk,  a  point  of  fcarce  lefs  im¬ 
portance  to  us  than  the  lofs  of  Minorca  or 
Ofwego. 


But  thefe  great  purpofes  will  hardly  be  at- 
chieved  by  fpeeching  or  by  writing  only.  The 
Times  require  more  of  adtion  than  of  words  ; 
the  Statefman  more  than  the  Orator  :  the  Ge¬ 
nius  of  bufinefs  more  than  the  parade  of  elo¬ 
quence  ;  the  talent  of  which  is  perhaps  of  alj 
talents  at  prefent  the  mod:  ufelefs,  fince  things 
fpeak  enough  themfelves.  It  may  too  be  the 
more  hoped  that  the  infinite  fuperiority  of  the 
nation’s  concern  in  the  iffue  of  the  prefent  foreign 
war,  will  ablorb  all  thofe  petty  inteftine  ones> 
for  power  and  places,  that  ufed  to  be  carried  on 
bv  lilly  cabals,,  and  bandying  of  words ;  for 

that 


that  the  falfe  pathos  of  mock-patriot  rants,  is 
now  fo  perfedtly  penetrated  and  marked,  that 
its  ftraw-blaze  can  no  longer  leave  a  iafting 
warmth  in  the  heart,  or  impreffions  on  the 
head :  its  captives  of  a  moment,  on  the 
firft  refledtion,  fnap  their!  chains,  not  with¬ 
out  derifion  and  indignation,  at  the  vain 
attempt  to  lead,  or  carry  them  away.  As 
little  too  can  founding  big  talk,  empty  bra- 
vades,  or  magnificent  promifes  impofe  on  true 
fenfe,  and  not  rather  deftroy  than  encourage 
hopes  of  the  perfons  that  fhould  ufe  them: 
and,  in  effedt,  what  do  they  prove,  but  little 
folid  knowledge  of  affairs,  lefs  experience,  and 
no  judgment  ?  Would  not  a  nation  be  deplo¬ 
rably  reduced,  that  fhould  have  nothing  better 
to  truft  to  ?  Reality  then  of  effential  talents,  can 
alone  now  be  of  fervice ;  as  it  muff  be  reality 
of  good  intentions  that  only  can  give  the  power 
of  perfuafion,  fince  fo  many  repeated  abufes 
of  the  confidence  of  the  Public,  have  made  it 
right  cautious  how  it  lightly  bellows  it,  or 
fuffers  the  pretence  to  be  palmed  upon  it  for 
the  motive.  Yet  who  can  complain  of  fo  juft 
a  jealoufy,  unlefs  thofe,  whofe  fchemes  of  de- 
lufion  it  may  difappoint  ?  fince  it  impofes  no 
other  condition  of  its  ceffation,  than  the  amia- 
bleft  of  all  virtues,  and  the  moft  exquifite  of 
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all  plcafures,  Sincerity.  Even  flatefmen  then 
may  be  tempted  to  adopt  this  virtue  fo  rarely 
known  amongft  them,  on  viewing  it  as  a  poli¬ 
cy,  as  it  affords  too  befiaes  an  admirable  ar¬ 
gument  for  purging  the  whole  mafs  of  power 
of  any  old  leaven  of  corruption  that  might  here¬ 
after  corrupt,  and  fpoil  it.  For  furely,  without 
a  thorough  change  of  fpirit  and  meafures,  any 
change  of  miniflry  here  can  be  of  no  more 
iignificancc  to  the  nation,  than  one,  in  any 
ifate  of  Terra  Auflralis  incognita.  Under  the 
influence  too  of  luch  a  defirable  alteration,  one 
might  hope  to  fee  it,  as  foon  as  properly  may 
be,  receive  vigor  and  liability,  from  a  confu¬ 
tation  of  the  clear,  free  fenfe  of  the  People, 
left  to  its  own  choice  of  reprefentatives,  with¬ 
out  the  intervention  of  that  wonderful  refine¬ 
ment  of  modern  policy,  the  being  at  the  pains 
and  expence  of  breeding  rottennefs  in  one's  own 
fupports  :  which  curious  expedient  is  however 
one,  and  not  the  leaft,  of  the  numerous  ill 
confequences  of  confidering,  and  treating  things 
in  petty  partial  lights,  for  want  of  capacity  for 
that  great  national  one,  which  fubmits,  at  one 
view,  the  whole  fyflem  of  the  State,  to  that 
political  dart  of  the  eye  through  it,  the  com- 
mandingnefs  of  which,  is  not  lefs  eflential  to 
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the  ftatefman  in  the  Cabinet,  than,  naturally 
fpeaking,  to  the  General  in  the  field. 


The  repetition  too,  here,  of  how  pretious 
time  now  muft  be,  can  hardly  not  be  forgiven, 
on  a  confideration  which  cannot  well  be  too 
much  urged,  that  ever  fince  the  fatal  lofs  of 
Minorca,  the  French  may  rationally  enough 
be  fuppofed  to  have  been  forwarding  all  man¬ 
ner  of  hoftile  armaments,  efpecially  naval  ones, 
and  that  too  not  the  lefs  effectually,  for  their 
affedting  little  noife,  or  fhew,  till  they  burft 
forth  into  fudden  execution  j  to  fay  nothing 
of  their  meafures  for  keeping  the  ftart  they 
have  fo  fhamefully  gained,  by  traducing,  and 
out-negotiating  us  in  fo  many  of  the  Courts 
of  Europe.  Will  it  then  be  any  furprize  to 
hear  next,  that  we  are  attacked,  by  fome  petty 
part  of  its  forces,  in  fome  of  our  iflands,  or 
perhaps  at  Cape  Corfe  Caftle,  and  our  fettle- 
ments  at  Guiney,  or  wherever  they  may  mod 
damage  the  foundations  of  our  trade  ?  Wliilff, 
on  our  fide,  what  mighty  counter-preparations 
have  been  carrying  on  ?  What,  in  all  this  time 
has  been  done,  befides  Admiral  Hawke’s  (as 
could  not  but  be  befpoke)  braving  the  enemy, 
and  beating  the  feas,  in  vain,  and  at  length,  now 
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[  63  ] 

that  the  Britifh  home  is  loft  in  thofe  parts,  ob¬ 
liged  to  beg,  or  force  a  winter-refuge  wher* 

ever  he  can  find  it  ? - What  too  is  it,  that, 

to  the  almoft  lofing  fight  and  fenfe  of  the  main 
point,  has  chiefly,  for  fo  many  months,  em¬ 
ployed  and  amufed  the  general  attention,  but 
the  difcuflion  of  Mr.  Byng’s  Cafe ;  or  the 
changes  talked  of  to  be  in  the  miniftry  ?  the 
which,  if  requifite  to  be  adjufted  before  any 
plan  of  vigorous  operations  could  be  formed, 
and  put  under  a  fettled  direction,  muft  how¬ 
ever  tedouble  the  necellity  of  redeeming  every 
inftant  thus  confumed  :  the  nation’s  fafety,  and 
the  moft  efredtual  manner  of  adting  againft 
the  enemy,  being  objedts  of  fuch  capital, 
fuch  immediate  concern,  that  any  points  of  a 
remoter  importance,  or  tendency,  cannot  with¬ 
out  the  moft  manifeft  imprudence,  but  give 
way  to  them,  or,  at  leaft,  cannot  well  be  wilh- 
ed  to  interfere  with  them. 

%  I 

In  the  mean  time  it  may  be  a  romantic 
hope,  but  cannot  be  an  unnational  wilfih,  that 
all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men,  fenfibie  of 
the  prelent  fituation  of  their  country,  fhould 
unanimoufly  ftand  up  in  the  refolution  of  re- 
venging  its  injuries,  and  retrieving  its  interefts. 
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This  is  a  caufe  that  might  of  itfelf  inflame  the 

.  „  .  •  .  « 

coldeft  bofom,  and  reyouthen  old  age  itfelf 
into  vigor  for  its  defence.  Such  a  fpirit  tho¬ 
roughly  diflfufed,  would  at  once  animate  and 
impower :  it  would  enlighten  the  head  in 
Council ;  it  would  nerve  the  arm  in  Battle. 
Then  it  would  be  that  nothing,  humanly 
fpeaking,  need  be  defpaired  of  by  this  nation, 
reffored  to  itfelf,  to  its  own  Genius,  and  un¬ 
adulterate  inteieft.  To  conclude :  May  all 
private  or  party-refpedts,  fubmit  to  the  Public 
Good  j  and  may  that  fyftem  alone  take  place, 
which  fhall  be  moft  to  the  advantage  of 
Britain ! 
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Juft  publijhed,  and  printed  for  S.  Hooper,  at  Gay  V 
Head,  near  Beaufort  Buildings,  in  /^Strand. 


MISCELLANEOUS  Remarks  made  on  the 
Spot,  in  a  late  Seven  Years  Tour  through 
Italy ,  Germany  and  Holland .  Containing 
Obfervations  on  every  Thing  remarkable  in  the 
a.orefaid  Countries,  viz.  The  Difpofition  of  the 
Inhabitants;  their  Religion,  Annual  Proceflions, 
Policy,  Public  Edifices,  Water- Works,  Paintings, 
sculptures,  and  antient  Ruins  ;  many  of  which 
nave  not  hitherto  been  taken  Notice  of  by  former 
Writers  :  With  an  authentic  Account  of  the  Co¬ 
ronation  of  the  prefent  Pope,  and  the  Ceremonies 
obferved  at  the  late  Jubilee.  Interfperfed  with  fe- 
veral  particular  and  pleafing  Incidents,  which  oc¬ 
curred  to  the  Author  during  the  above  Period.  A- 
domed  with  Cuts.  By  Sacheverell  Stevens ,  Gent# 
Price  in  Boards  6  s.  - 
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2.  Impartial  Reflections  on  the  Cafe  of  Mr.  Byng, 
as  Rated  in  an  Appeal  to  the  People,  &?r.  and  a 
Letter  to  a  Member  of  Parliament,  fife.  The  fe- 
cond  Edition.  With  a  Supplement  occafioned  by 
the  Publication  of  fome  further  Particulars  of  his 
Cafe.  Price  i  s. 


3-  An  Efiay  on  the  Times.  Containing  a  fum- 
mary  View  of  Affairs,  from  the  Peace  of '  Jix-la- 
Chapclle ,  to  the  prefent  Time.  Price  is. 


4.  Ufeful  Remarks  on  Privateering.  With 
Propofals  for  regulating  the  Government  of  Pri¬ 
vate  Ships  of  War,  more  advantageoufly  to  the 
Proprietors  and  Mariners  than  any  hitherto  put  in 
Practice.  Alfo  fome  material  Objections  to  the 
Propolals  lately  publifhed  for  manning  and  equip¬ 
ping  the  Antigallican ,  Royal  George ,  Antelope  and 
St.  Olave  Privateers,  &c.  By  an  Officer  of  a  Pri¬ 
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